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Honoured Sirs, 


—\ Hat 1 Jezn both your Names in one 
Dedication, js z0t barely becauſe you 
ate Brethren, both ix Nature, and 


endeared affection each to other « but alſo, 
becauſe you have been, and ſtill are ſo, in the 
particular kjndneſſes you bave fur me, and 

labours, For I gratefully acknowledge, 
that from the free and nnexpeFed donation 
of the elder of you, I am fixed in this Sphere 

en | now move: aud from the others 
rot avs of « ms th 4 receive conſtant expreſ- 


4 mare than ordinary value jor ty 
Arid _—  Nromang the greag 


no". 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Influence both your Names have on thoſe parts, 
to the benefit of which eſpecially the following 
Papers are deſigned; I thonght it. neceſjary 
in, the publication of them to deſire your 
Joint-countenance: in the recommendation 
of them to your many Tenants and Depen- 
ants. A requeſt, which I doubt not to 
obtain from you, becanſe I know both your 
hearts are alreatly poſſeſſed with a juſt vene- 
ration of that great Providence which occa- 
froned them, and an hearty deſire that all 
thoſe who any way relate to you may be bet- 
tered thereby. | 
Which Providence, as it filled all theſe 
parts, and thence the whole Nation, for ſome 
months, with diſcourſe and wonder z and ex- 
erciſed the curioſity of all inquiſitive Perſons, 
whoſe occaſions brought them near the place 
where it was aGed ; and T hope hath contribu- 
zed towards the"edification of many of thent. 
So-the conſideration thereof excited me to at- 
tempt to render it more ſerviceable to that 
great End. This ©] endeavonred lately, by 


preaching ſeveral Sermons relating to that 


occaſion, to my own Congregation , who had 


generally been led either by their Curioſity, 
'or better Motives ( as it 3s to be hoped of 
divers of them ) t0 the ſight of that ſad ſpe- 


Facle, expoſed by the Drvine Majeſty to pub- 
lick view ſo near their owh habitations : and 
afterwards upon the declared opinion of di- 


ers Judicious Auditors, that they might be 


more” 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
more publickly uſeful, reviewed them , and 
fitted them, as well as ſuch plain Country Dif 
courſes could be, without wholly altering t 
frame of them, for the Preſs. _ | 

And this I did, the rather becauſe they 
were thought fit by the Reverend Author of 
the annexed Narrative in particular, to ac- 
company jt into the world; which he therefore 

ent to me, that I might jo annex it; and 
withal, might farther aſſiſt it to the obtaining 
its honeſt end, by my atteſtation and re- 
commendation. 

Ard the tormer of theſe ( though he needs 
it not ) I do hereby readily give him, as be- 
ing aſſured by unqueſtionable Teſtimony, 
( though I my ſelf was out of the Country, 
during the greateſt part of the time wherein 
that ſad Providence was aGing ) that the 
ſubſtance of what he relates is exatly True , 
and concerning the Particulars, ( ſeeing they 
are averred upon his own Perſonal knowledge, 
who by occaſion of the nearneſs of his reſidence, 
being within the bounds of the ſame Pariſh, 
was the moſt frequent Viſitor of the Party 
whoſe condition he relates ) no man can ra- 
tionally doubt, who knows him, ( as you both 
have for many years ) or will but ask, a chas 
rader of him from you. 

The latter, becauſe I need not give it as 
to you, to whom the knowledge of the Author 
himſelf ſufficiently recommends it ;, and yet I 
deſire to give it to others by you 5 and beg the 
A 3 ſame 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
Jame avain my m you on the behal 
the Cr bow? which ( # -&4 t 
more properly wrine own ) I hereby confgn, 
with my ſelf, to your ſervice, as being, 


Honoured Sirs, 


Your molt affeftionate and 
congee Servant in the 
work uf the Lard Jeſus, 


Pld Swinford, Sept. 


20. 1677. | 
SIMON FORD. 


To the Chriſtian Readers of this Di(- 
courſe, and the annexed Narra- 
tive: Eſpecially the Inhabitancs of 
Old Swinford and Kings-Swinford, 
with the Town of Sturbridge, and 
the adjacent Pariſhes and Hamless, 


Chriſtian Readers, and _— 
you of this Neighbourhood, 


Suppoſe many (if not moſt ) of you are al- 
I 02 _—_—_ br an 

which occaſioned theſe Papers I now pre- 
ſent you with: or, if any be ſtrangers thereto, 
they may be informed thereof from the Narra- 
tive an———__ The G—_ A—— 
( ſufficiently known to divers th for 
t Ok "= integrity ) hat tought s 
honour me ſo far, as to recommend the publi- 
cation of it to me, together with this Dit- 
courſe, the ſubfliance whereof, on the ſame 
occaſion, was lately preached in the hearing of 
a conſiderable number of you. 

That I dire& them to you eſpecially of this 
Neighbourhood, will be a ſufficient Teſti- 
mony to After-times, that the matter of Fa 
to which they relate, is az undoubted Truth, 
ſeeing it dares in this manner to _ ſo 
open-faced before the whole Country where the 
Scene of it lay : aud alſo a convittive Teſti- 
mony againſt all thoſe of you ( if any ſuch 

A 4 there 


theye al Y who after ſo'loud a call to re- 
-pertance » amendment of life,” ſhall conti- 


ute. 712 the radGice of thaſe. ſins for which the 
eaſed pic man ( DT, Neighbour ) 
acknowledged to ſo many of his Viſi Ifitauts, that 
the Divine -Majeſly made him a ſpe@acle to 
Jo many hundreds (' I might ſay thouſands ) 
for ſo many Months together. 

Wherefore my earneſt requeſt to you, is, that 
you will often recall to your memories that {ad 
ſtroke, which whilſt it was freſh News, ſo 
affeBed all the. SpeQtators and Auditors 
thereof ; that you may not loſe the good Im- 
"preſſuons then wrought in any of you. And to 
help you therein, when you find them wearing 
"off, Tet this Book - be your Monitor to renew 
Did govern them: which was the end why it 
"mgs publiſhed and direfed to you eſpecially, by 
"nr Servant 1 in the Golpel, 


S. F. 


PSAL. ix, 16. the former part. 


The Lord is known by the Fuds- 


ment which he executeth. 


$ HE Diſcourſe that T ſhall make to you 
I upon this Text, ( as I ſuppoſe you will 
ealily gheſs, if I ſhould not tell you ) 
is occalioned by as remarkable an In- 
ftance of Gods juſt Providence, ( which 
moſt of you know to have lately taln out in our 
neighbourhood, and that ſo notoriouſly, as to fill 
all mens Tongues and Ears with the diſcourſe of 
it, and the Eyes of many hundreds, if not thou- 
ſands of them with the beholding itz) as it may be, 
in all the circumſtances, 1s hardly to be paralle/'d in 
any Hiſtory. 

And that which induced me to make ſuch a diſ- 
courſe on this occaſion,was, partly,becauſe I thought 
it needful(at this convenient diltance of Time where- 
in the common talk concerning it as News, is almoſt 
ſpent ) to recall it again to your thoughts in a more 
ſerious and edifying way 3 leſt it ſhould die, as toits 
beſt uſe among you.as nine days wonders, ( according 
to the Proverb ) are wont todo? And partly, that 
( ſeeing the apprehenfions of men have been fo 
different, and their diſcourſes fo various about it, 
moſt men judging of it according to their particular 
Tempers and Humours, in compliance with the 
Principles they are governed 'by; ) I might, {6 
far as ſuch works of God, the main ſprings where- 
of axe concealed in his own breaſt, may be _ 
Yo © 


(2) 

ſtood by us, help you in ſome competent meaſure ſo 
to underſtand it, as to turn it to your greateſt be- 
neft and advantage : And /aftly, that having now 
gained the fight of a juſt and impartial Narrative 
ef that ſad Story from a Reverend Perſon of great 
Integrity, and a diligent enquirer into all the cir- 
cumltances thereof, ( to moſt of which he was an 
eye and car-witneſs) I might diſpoſe you to receive 
it when it comes to prblick view with more readi- 
neſs, and give it the better entertainment, being in- 
ſtructed before how to make uſe of it. 

And the Text I have choſen for. this purpoſe, is 
part of a Verſe made remarkable by two wnuſusl 
words in the cloſe of it; which, though Interpre- 
ters agree not in the expounding of them, yet they 
generally concur in this, that they have ſomethin 
extraordinary in them, | viz. Higgaion, $ lab. | 
For, whatever the latter may mean 3 or whether it 
be a bare Note in Meſick,, which is an undetermi- 
ned diſpute: the former of them, by the fignifca- 

* ap Qon of the * root whence it is derived, evidently 

m7 recommends tous a matter of ſerious meditation. 

met And ſuch indeed theVerſeis, being a ſolemn and 

ore; vel weighty atteſtation of the holy Pſalmift to the Di- 

— vine Providence, upon occaſion of ſome remarkable 

tuseſt. . appearance of it , on the behalf of his Church 
againſt ſome of their heathen Enemies; which is 
the fubje& of the preceding part of the Pſalm : the 
account whereof he ſeals up with this Epiphonemati- 
cal Inſtruction to all the world, | The Lord is known 
by the Judgment which be executeth | and eſpecial- 
Iy, by this oftentimes moſt remarkable circum- 
france accompanying, it, that he makes offenders 
themſelves the executioners thereof upon them- 
_ and enſnares tbem in the work, of their own 

nds, 

From the former part of which Divine Teſt imonial, 

| CE ( as 
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( as I may properly call it ) I intend, on this occa- 
fion, tohandle this plain obſervation. 

That Gods publick fignal Fudgments npon any offen- Dog. 
der or offenders are evident Teſtimonies by which be i 
known to mankind, 

In the handling of which Obſervation , I ſhall 
endeavour theſe ſeven things: 

I. fa ſhew you, what 1-1 by theſe prblick 
ſignal Tudgments of God mpon offenders. 

£4 To ara, by fach _— as T hope will 
be ſatisfactory to all rational men, that there are 
ſome ſuch penal ſtrckes inflited by God on offenders 
in this 4 as deſerve the name of ſignal Divine 
ments ; and that ſuch events are not (as Atheiſts 
pretend ) the meer produC&ts of chance, or caſualty... 

3. To prove, that God is ( or ought to be ) known 
by ſuch Fudgments as theſe. 

4+ To explain, what of God it is, which may be, 
and uſually is made known by them. 

5. To give you the proper Charadters, by which 
ſuch Divine Judgments are difterenced from like Pro- 
vidences befalling men on other accounts, 

6, To direct you m the application of ſuch Fndg- 
ments to particular perſons and caſes, fo as that you 
may not oftend againſt Fwſtice or Charity. 

7. And laitly, to cloſe up this whole Diſcourſe 
with ſome wy practical Inferences. 

I. Firft, Th ſhew you, | What I mean by theſe 

wblick, ſignal Fudgments of God on offenders. | And 
ere you are firlt to underſtand, that Gods Judg- 
ments in the notion of the Holy Scriptures, are of 
$0 ſorts, to wit, Fudicantia, 
His  Fadicia & 
= 4 | Tadicata. 
t. His Fndicia Judicantia; or Fudgments pronom- 
ced in the Sentence of his Law, dooming cadet 
© fo ſuch penalties for their offences againſt it. And 
; It 
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it is uſual with the Scripture to call the Laws of 
God, on this accomnt, his Judgments, and to joyn 
them with Statwtes, as words of like import, as I 
could ſhew in very many places. 

2, His Fudicia Fudicata, or Judgments (in the 
phraſe of the Text ) executed, which are the for- 
mer dooms aqually inflicted 3 and are therefore 
called by the name of thoſe, according to which 
they do befall men. Now, though it be true, that 
no evil of ſuffering befalls any ſinner, but what ( to 
ſpeak properly ) is ſuch a Judgment of God , be- 
cauſe all evils penal are before denounced in Gods 
Law, which every ſinner breaks: yet the Scripture 
is not wont to call them all by that name. For 

, + thatis uſually applyed to thoſe penal ſtrokes of God, 
which have ſome ſpecial Characters of his Vindi- 
Give Fuſtice upon them to wit, {omething in the 
nature of them, that is not «v,3e&n1:ov, common to 
men , Or in the Circumſtances, ſomething of ſurpri- 
zing {uddenneſs from the unexpectedneſs or un- 
likelyhood of their befalling men, in reſpect of the 
Time, Place, Condition, Imployment, Company, 

- Oc. or {omething unuſual in the Inſtruments by 
which, or manner in which they are inflicted, ec. 
and eſpecially, if there be any thing in them, that 
appears to be either above, or contrary to, or 'but 
beſides the wonted courſe of Nature, and ſo 1s either 
miraculous, Or prodigious. 

Now theſe Two, are either inflicted on ſinners 
m a private way, {oas few or none know of them, 
but ſuch as fee! them, and thoſe who are intimately 
converſant with them : or elſe they are laid on them 
in a prublick, notorious manner , (as the Judgments 
amongſt us pronounced upon great offenders are 
wont to be executed ) ſo as to call in, and invite 
Spectators to behold them. - And ſuch Fudgments, 
as thelg laſt, the Text muſt be meant of; ma 

uc 
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(5) 
ſuch I deſire to be underſidod, in what follows on 
this Argument. 
+ And this ſhall ſuffice for my firſt undertaking. 

Il. The ſecond deſerves to have more Time ſpent 
cn it, becauſe it contains the main foundation of 
the whole following Diſcourſe. For, if there be 
no ſuch Judgments executed by God at allz but Time 
and Chance, ( in this caſe as well as others ) not my 
only happen to all, but govern all too : then there can 
be no knowledge of God drawn from them. . Yea, 
it there be no ſuch things as Divine Judgments , 
then the very God they are ſuppoſed to atteft to, 

( which is that the. Atheiſt would have ) may, for 
all their Teſtimony, nvt be. Whereas, it we evince 
by Reaſon, that x, though never {o few, of thoſe 
Events, cannot-be produced but by a Divine Provi- 
dence 3 we do both prove the being of ſuch a Provi- 
dence, and withal. vindicate Religion, from the 
imputation of being ſuperſtitious ,; in attributmg 
all others of like nature to the ſame cauſe. 2 

And therefore on this Head, I take my (<lf to be 
obliged to make good theſe Two things. TE: 

I. That there are ſome penal Eyents which can 'by.na 
rational Perſon be. juſtly attributed. to meer chance onca- 
ſualty, or any like cauſe not capable of choice or deſign, 

im us. actings. oh + C1 | wid 

2. That ſuch penal Events, as theſe, muſt therefore 
be. the effects of a Providence, and. that Providence. 
Divine. k ; Dis | 

I;:The firſt of theſe Propoſitions, I, prove bythe 
tollowing Arguments. ' 377, | 

I; There are ſome, penal Events. befalling men 
in this world, , which have been punctually threat- 
ned and foretold, as they have in the Iſſue faln out :: 
and many of them ſo threatned and torctold in the. 
very Circumſtances, with which they were accompa- 
nicd in the Event. As for inſtance, 

(1,) In 


(6) 
(1.) In reference to the generality of Mankzud. So 

Gen, 2. An the firſt Threatning annexed to the Law given to 

"7 our firſt Parents in Paradiſe ; the daily expemence of 
all Humane Nature, ( taken notice of by Heathens 
themſelves) thews it to have been puncually ful- 

hlled, im the corruption and calamities generally be- 

falling the whole race of Men. that other, 

Gen: 9.6. in the Law given to Neah, that whoſoever ſheds mens 
blood, by man ſhall bs blood be ſhed, 1s continually 

( m1 the almoſt miraculous diſcoveries of Murders, 

and bringing Murderers to condign punithment ) 

verthed in the obſervation of the generality of 

Mankind to this very day. As alfo is that, of the 

wonderful ways by which Conſþiracies againſt Sove- 

reign Princes are brought to ligts,,' according to the 
notable threatning to that purpoſe, Eccleſ. 10. 20. 

(2.) And in referehce to particular Perſons, and 

See, and Nations, So tn the excluſion of Moſes and Aaron 

Nut: from Canaan, it is taken notice of expreſly in the 

72,27, account given of their deaths, ( of Aarons, by Mp- 

25-24 ſes, his own Brother, and of Moſes his own, by 

15 Him that fills up his Story after his deccaſe ) thae 

32. 43, It fell out to both of them according to what God 

34+ 5 had denounced, - And it were eafie to add many 

more of the ſame kind, to particular Pexfons, 

7 Kings But;that of the old Prophet to the diſobedient Prophet at 

2 Kings Bethel, that of Eliſha to the incredulous Lord inSama- 

7-79-29. riaz thoſe of Elijah and Micaiah to Ahab and Fexebel, 

21, ro. ſhall ſuffice, inſtead of all the reſt, whereof the Hi- 

2522 ſtorical part of Scripture is full, becauſe they are {0 

notoriouſly evident, to all that know the Bible. 

And as to Natione. To omit the long Catalogue 

of .all the plagmes of Egypt, threatned and inflicted 

im the pri +. park mentioned jn the relation of 
them:that one great Inſtance of the often forctoldCap» 
twvity of the whale Fewiſh Nation is fo obſervable, 

and fo atteſted beyond all exception by the prblick, 
| Re= 
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Records of that Nation held to this day by all their 
Poſterity in veneration, that there is no more (nay 
not ſo much ) cauſe to doubt it, then there is, that 
England was conquered by William the Norman. 

I ſhall cloſe this Argument with two Inftqnees, fo 
punctual in a circumſtance of all others moſt unlike- 
ly to be lighted on by chance; that I know not 
what can be objected againſt them to invalidate 
the force of them, but an Exception againſt the 
Records themſelves, whence they are taken : to 
which I ſhall therefore add a word or two anon. 

The one, is that of the Judgment denounced 


againſt Feroboams Altar, and the Prieſts that offered 1 Kings 
on it, to be executed ( as it was ) by Fofiah, men- 2 kin, 


tioned by his very Name, about 300 years before ? 
the performance. 

The other, is- that of the deftruftion of Babylon 
( in order te the reſtitution of the ' Fewiſh Nation. 3 } 


wherein Cyrus is alſo, by his very Name, foretold 1-44 
to be the Perſon that ( as he did) was to effect it- 45. 1, 2. 


Which Propheſie, by the learned Grotins his com- 
tation, was uttered 170 years, and- by that of 
ins and others, above 200, before he accom- 
pliſhed it , or probably was in being. And. the 
very manner how he was to take that great Imperial 
City, ( to wit, by the turning away and drying, up 
Emnphrates ) is {o lively deſcribed by the Prophet 


Jeremy, that the Heathen Authors, (" Herodotus, Jer-50. 


- - 


and others } who give usan account of the event, 3r, 32. 


juſtihe the verification of the prediction the fame 
way. | 
Now in theſe and the like Prediions of future 
Events, with fach circumſtances, there is no man 
but muſt allow a greater certainty, ( with reſpe& to 
the cauſes on which they depend ) then there can 
be in any products of meer Caſualty. Which is my 
Argument. | | 
2, The 
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The ſecond is this. There -are Inſtances of 
Ion penal Events, that have been brought upon 
offenders in a way of formal Proceeding 3 yea, {uch 
as is uſual even in Humane Judicatures. For In- 


5 Joſh. 6. ſtance, When Foſhuz had forbidden the embezel- 
6, ling any part of the'ſpoil of Fericho under the pe- 


 nalty, of a Divine Curſe, Achan, the offender, falls 
under the danger of it : Upon the dilcomtiture of 
the Hoſt before 4, enquiry is made after the un- 
known Tranſgreflor of that Law. Then: he . is 
found out by the' direction of a forrefoid. Lot, that 
brought all the people ( down to his very family ) 
under a ſcrutiny,: till the Lot takes hum. Then 
follows his Examination, Contcition, Judgment, 
and Execution. And not much unlike was the 
Proceſs, by which Jonab was cajt into the Sea, and 
there impriſon'd in 'the belly of a Whale, till, his 
Repentance procured his Releaſe. , Now, abating 
-the..extraordinary way of diſcovery. in theſe wo 


"caſes; the reſi of the Procedure in theſe Judgments 


is formed Metbodically, according to the jorder of 
Humane Juſtice. And muli theſe proccedings. ( in 
{o.cxa&t a Method too ) be attributed to meen, Ca- 
facalty ? May not the perſons who have the conji- 
dence to aſſert this, as well affirm that MalcfaQtors 
are hanged at Tyburn by mcer Caſualty, when they, 
have, been ſcized: by order of Law, .commicted.tg 


- +7 Newgateby warrant, /trycd at the Seſſi ons-houſe, and 


having received their Sentence upon,the Verdict of 
a, Jury, been conducted to the place of Execution, 
and there turned off* the Cart, by the known Oth- 
cers thereunto-by Law appointed ? 

3+. My third Argument is this. * In the aQual oe 
niſhing of offenders, many times the Inſtruments 
made uſe of have been irrational Creatures z and yet 
have by an znknown Influence been dirc&cd to act, 
as if they were goycrned by Principles of Tuſtice, 
a5 
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as well as Reaſon : as putting an evident diſcrimina- 
tion and difference berwixt them and the innocent, 
when both of them have equally been within their 


Power, In the famous caſe of the plagues of 


Epypt, how came the Frogs, the Flies, the Hail, 


and the Plague, &c. to ſeize only the Houſes, 


Cattle, bodies of Egyptians, and not touch an 1/- 


raelize, or any of his concerns, when ( as It ap- 
pears, by the order for the ſprinkjing of the Jews 
houſes with the blood of the Paſchal Lamb for diitin- 
ion ) they lived, for the moſt part, and converſed 
intermixedly each with other? How was it, that 
the waters of the Red Sea ſtood as a wall on both 
Gdes, whilſt the Iſraelites were marching through 
it ; and returned to their courſe, ſo ſoon as they 
came on dry land, to overwhelm Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt, who were in purſuit of them? When the 
three glorious Confeſſours were adjudged to the fiery 
Furnace by Nebuchadnezzar, whence came it that 
the fire ( ſoragingly hot as it was ) abſtained from 
touching {0 much as one hair of their heads, or ſinging 
their Garments, and to burn only their bonds afun- 
der, and ſet them at liberty to walk in it, who 
were caſt in bound « and yet to lick up and devour 
(even without the month of the Furnace ) thoſe 
who caſt them in? And when Daniel himſelf was 
caſt into the Lions Den, and lodged among them in 
the bottom of the Den, one whole night , whence 
wasit, that the hungry and cruel beaſts did pot the 
leaſt burt to him and yet the very ſame Lions; when 
his Accuſers and their Relations were caſt in thither, 
had the maſtery of them, and brake all their bones in 
pieces, before they came to the bottom of the Den ? 
Laſtly, (to name no more Examples of this na- 
ture ) when the Lzon, according to the prediction 
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of the old Prophet at Bethel, flew the Man of God i Kiags 


that againſt Gods Commandment had eaten and 


B drunk 


3. 


(10) 
drunk there, was he directed by meer chance {o to 
do? Did he ( being hungry, and ſecking for Prey ) 
light on him caſuallyonly ? It fo, why ( according 
to the uſual wont of ſuch beaſts of prey, as they ob- 


ferve who have been in thoſe Countrics, to for- 


bear falling on Men, but when they can light on no 
other food ) did he not ſeize on his Aſs rather ; 
but kill him, and not touch his 45, that ( as un- 
concerned in the danger ) was afterwards found 


verſe 8, ſtanding by his fide ? Why did he only kill him, and 


not devorr him, and then withdraw to his Den : 
bu. rather chooſe to ſtand by him, as reſolved to 
avouch the fa&t: and that all the while the news 
was carrying to the City, and came by report to 
the old Prophet, and his Horſe ſadling, and he and 
his company travelling to the place of that ſad 
ſpeQacle ? And when they came, why did he ſuf- 
fer them to carry away his prey ſo tamely as it ſeems 
hedid ? Do theſe things look like meer Caſualties 2 
Is it not rather evident, that ſuch Agents aCting ſo 
differently from their own nature and inclination, 
Cl as to puniſh only the guilty, and fingle them 
out among, others equally within their reach ) were 
dire&ed by an Intelligent Cauſe, by whoſe order 
and Commiſhon they made this difference ? And 
this is our ſecond Propoſition to be proved upon this 
Head 3 | That ſeeing theſe things cannot fall out by 


meer chance, or any thing elſe of like nature, they mmnſt 
be governed by Divine Providence | which I make good 
by theſe ſteps of rational Argumentation. Such E- 
vents as fall not out by chance, fall out according to 
choice ox contrivance, That choice and contrivance 
( in matter of puniſhment ) muſt either be the 
choice and contrivance of the Sufferer or Infliter. 
Sufferers are not want to chooſe and contrive their 
own harms : but rather to avoid, and uſe what 


means they can to guard themſelves from _ 
EY 


(11) 
If the Inflifer (then ) chooſe and contrive the 
puniſhmenes mentioned ; then, as the contrivance 
argues him to be a rational Being, ſo the bringing 
his contrivances to paſs by ſuch Inſtruments as have 
been mentioned, and with ſuch certainty, argues 
him to be ſuch a Being, as hath a predominant power 
over Nature it {elf : which can be no other then D#- 
vine ; and theſe effects mentioned, and the like, can 
be no other then the products of his Infinite Power 
and Wiſdom, as you will ſee more anon. 

Againſt the force of theſe Arguments, I cannot 
imagine how the Atheiſt can guard his Principles, 
but by excepting, againſt the Evidence of the matter 
of fad in the Initances before mentioned : Seeing 
there is no clear proof of them, in moſt of the 
caſes, but from the H. Scriptures, which, though 
we own and revcrence, yet he looks ot with con- 
tempt and ſcorn, as not owning the Authority we 
allow them. 55 | ED 
- But he ought to conſider, that it is not if this 
whole proceſs of Argumentarion in ©#e/tion'before 
us, whether theſe writings be dwvinely inſpired or no ? 
There 1s, hcrein, no other elteem required to be gi- 
ven them, by him, but only what is due to gredib{e 
Hiſtories. And it is enough for our preſent purpoſe; 
if they can jultifie thernlelves to' be rue Records of 
thoſe matters which fell'out in choſe Ages whith 
they undertake to account for.*, And fo much” 1 
can hardly imagine, how any man can have the 
forchead to deny : conſidering that they have all 
thoſe Metives of credibility for thern, ( with the ad- 
vantage of indiſputable Antiquity, and the having 
been owned by {o' great a part 'of the Forld for fo 
many Ages ) which other Hiſtories whatſoever can 

retend to. Whence it muſt appear to all unbiaffed 
Fadees, thit hethat will allow ( upon the Motives 
mentioned ) Platarch, and Thucydides , and Livy, 
B 2 and 
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and Tacitus, and other fuch Hiſtorians to be compe- 
tent witneſſes of the matters of fact related by 
them; muſt needs be governed by prejudice rather 
then Reaſon, if he deny the ſame to Moſes and 
other Jewiſh Hiſtorians, concerning the matters 
falling out among them, who are, and have been 
always in greater eſteem in their own Nation,(who 
beſt knew their own (tory ) then thole mentioned 
ever were cither in Greece or Rome. 

But if yet ( notwithſtanding all that hath been 
{aid to the coutrary ) the Atheiſt will ſtill perſiſt in 
denying the matters of fa& upon which the former 
Arguments are bottomed, becauſe they are ( for the 
greateſt part) only recorded in that book, which it 
15 the Intereſt of his Irrcligion to disbelieve: What 
will he fay to zwo Inſtances, ( which I have pur- 
poſcly reſerved to this place, becauſe they are fo 
great, as to prove themſelves to be the etfects of a 

vid. H. Divine Providence and becauſe they are confirmed 

Anot.. by ſeveral Heathen Authors too, as well as related in 

ad libros the Holy Scripture ) I mean the wniverſal Deluge, 

_— | and fhe deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah ? For 

if theſe Inſtances de fado be true; to which there 
is ſuch a concurring Evidence; he will find it very 
difficult to perſuade himſelf, (that I fay not 0- 
thers ) that ſo vaſt a quantity of waters as {0 covered 
all the face of the earth, and overflowed the higheſt 
Mountains, could be colleed by any power leſs 
then Divine; and much leſs, come together by 
chance: and will be no leſs puzled, to ſhew by 
what inferior Agent ſuch a fire as burnt thoſe Cities 
could be kindled; and burn with that vehemence, 
as to preſerve its remembrance without altera- 
tion. in a Lake of ſulphurous water for ſo many 
thouſand years 3 ( though that Lake continual- 
ly for {o long together hath ſwallowed all the 


Streams of ſo great a River as Jordan falling into 
| it ) 


(13) 
it ) which is the, conſtant wonder of all Travellers 
to this day. 

And fo I diſcharge my ſecond undertaking, to 
prove, [ That there are ſome ſuch Judicial Providen- 
ces that bave been executed by God. 

IM. I come now to the third, to ſhew, | That 
God is, or ought to be, known by them | as he that 
works them upon that defign. And here ſhall be 
but brick, as indeedTI need not to be large in a mat- 
ter ſo plain and evident both from Reaſon and 
Scripture. For (1.) in Reaſon, what can be the end 
of Sovercign Providence in ſuch extraordinary ap- 
pearances, but to manitelt it ſclt and its Author ? 
An end, for which even men are wont to do thoſs 
great things which at any time they have attained 
ta, in publick Theaters, or other great concourſes of 
people, as our Saviours kindred tell him. (2.) And Jo-7: 4: 
the Scripture alſo declareth no leſs in other places, 
So,when the Royal Pfalmilt prophetically impreca- 
teth thoſe dreadful Judgments which make up the 
greateſt part of the 83. Pſalm in the laſt Verle he 
aſſigns the intended uſe of them to all the world 3 
to wit, That men may know that he alone whoſe Name Pl. 8;. 
is Jehovah, is the moſt High over all the Earth ? And 
God himſelf is elſewhere Canchtia, upon the De- 
ſolations which he had made by his penal Providences 
in the Heathen world for oppreſſing his people, as 
calling on all men to behold thoſe bis workg,and beſtill, 

( #. e. to ceaſe from farther hoſtilities againſt his In- 
tereſts ) as knowing by experience already dearly 
bought, that he is God, and ( will they, nill they ) | 
reſo]ved to be ſo, and tobe exalted in the earth. ws yy! 

In a word, (to add no more Texts for proof of | 
that which almoſt every Page in the Bible atteſts 
unto)the whole Church are by the Author of the 4- 
pocalyps repreſented(upon ſuch notable Judicial Pro- 
vidences ) as ſinging the Song of Moles and the Lamb, 
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( 1.6.2 Chriſtian Song, like that of Moſes after the 
drowning of the Eg yptians }) and therein inſtructing 
all the world in this Duty. Who ( fay they ) ſpall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glerifie thy Name, for all 
Natiens ſhall come and worſhip before thee, for thy 
Fudgments are made manifeſt ? Even as Moſes and 
the Iſraelites in the Song to which this is parallel, 
infer from the Judgments of God on Pharaoh and 
his Hoſt, Who i Itke thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? 
I bo is like thee, glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Prai- 
ſes, ( or the Aions whence thou gathereſt thy 
Praiſe ) doing Wonders ? And this opens the way to 
my fourth Head. 

IV. The Enquiry concerning | What of God it 
#, which is known or to be known by theſe ſignal Judg- 


s ments £ 


And to this Enquiry T anſwer Two things. 

I. His Being, and Exiſtence. | That there is a God. | 
For he that execruteth Fudgment {o, as no finite 11- 
mited Being, no created Power can, mult needs be 
a Supreme uncreated Being , that is, God. And this 
is an Argument ſo ſtrongly concluſive againſt the 
Atheiſt, that he is forced ( to ſecure his Principles ) 
to fly to that ſorry refuge of lyes, which I have be- 
fore refuted; to buoy up his reputation among, 
thoſe who know not the differcnce betwixt Reaſon 
and Noiſe, and judge no diſputant baffled, that 
hath any thing to ſay, though what he ſays be next 
to nothing. For, as he that is a meer ſtranger in 
Englazd, if yet he ſee Courts of Fudicature , con- 
ſtantly kept in the Kings Name, and Criminals con- 
trnually puniſhed by a Power deputed and commil- 
Loned by him cannot rationally doubt, whether 
thera be a King in England : ' fo neither can any 
man, with any colour of Reaſon 3 ſeeing Gods Ju- 
dicial Providences continually executing his known 
Laws, make it a Queſtion, Whether there be a God 
| —_ that 


(15) 
that judgeth the Earth. Thus is Fehovah known by 
his Tudgments, to be Fehovah, 

2. His eminent Drvine Perfeions and Glorious At- 
tributes are illuſtriouſly manifeſted by his Judgments 
executed. As for Inſtance, 

(1.) His Juſtice; Which in theſe remarkable Pro- 
vidences always juſtifies it ſelf; as ordinarily light- 
ing upon thoſe offenders, concerning whom not 
only their own Conſciences, ( as in the confeſhon 
of Pharaoh himſelf, crying, out | The Lord is righ- 
zeons, and T and my people are wicked | Exod. 9. 27.) 
but alſo the whole world are, or may be, abundant- 
ly ſatished they have deſerved it : yea, and among 
them, even they who not only commit thoſe crimes 
which they ſee puniſhed in others, but promote 
them, by ſhewing the pleaſure they take in thoſe that 


do them, yet know that they who do ſuch things are Rom. r, 
worthy of death; and approve the Judgment of its 


God, even in thoſe Sentences and Executions 
wherein they themſelves are implicitly con- 
demned. 

(2.) His Mercy and Goodneſs , In many particu- 
lars. As 1. when he ſpares {o many for every one 
that he (mites, though cqually criminal : and is as 
remarkable in his patience and long-ſuffering to 
ſome, as he is in his ſeverity to others. 2. In px- 
niſhing leſs then mens iniquities deſerve, by how much 
the greateſt temporal ſuffering, that can be, is lefs 
than Hell. 3. In making the preateft evils men 
{uffer here, occaſions and means to preſerve them 
from greater Fudgments hereafter. 4. And laſtly, 
in making his ſeverities to the worſt of men the 
means of ſignal preſervations and deliverances to 
thoſe that are eminently good 3 and ſhewing there- 
by, that he as well knows how to deliver the righteous, 2 
as to puniſh the wicked. : 
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(3.) His Omnipotent Power,and Sovereign Greatneſs. 
whillt | 1.] he reacheth thoſe MalefaQtors that are 
too high for Humane Juſtice, and pride themſelves 
in their uncontrolableneſs by Humane Laws. Thus, 
by his dealing with Pharaoh, who would own 19 
Lord but himſelf, he draws an acknowledgement 
from Fethro, that he was greater than all Gods, be- 
cauſe in the thing wherein the proud Tyrant and his 
people dealt proudly, he was above them. And | 2.] 


,whillt he furamons in the poſſe of the whole Creation 


to bring ſuch over-ſized MalefaGors to Execution, 
and arms the very meaneſt and moſt contemptible of 
them, (as flies, and lice, and frogs ) with weapons to 
ſubdue and conquer them. And | 3. | laſtly, whilſt 
he ſometimes makes a kind of new Creation, to ſerve 
his juſt ends, by altering the very courſe of Nature. 
as in the general deluge, when the very Fountains of 
the great Deep were broken up, i. e, The waters which 
were in the bowels of the Earth, with thoſe of the 
vaſt Occan it (elf, left their proper ſcat naturally ap- 
pointed for them, and came rp to cover the face of 
the Earth. 

(4. His Verity or Truth; Often, in the perfor- 
mance of particular threatnings and predictions in 
particular caſes, as thoſe before mentioned : and 
always, ( even in them too ) in fulfilling the general 
Curſes and denunciations of his wrath againſt 
the Tranſgrefſors of his Laws. So that men are 
hereby convinced, that his Jxdgments are not only 
righteous, but true. © 


/ - (5+) His Omniſcience, or certain knowledge of all 


the Words and Actions of men, though never ſo 
much concealed in all imaginable ſecreſie: and yet 
oftentimes by the procefs of his Judicial Providen- 
ces he brings them to light. For (1.) by them he 
ſometimes draws out of the boſoms of offenders, 


"by their own Confeſſion, ( a5 in the caſes of Achan, 


Fonab, 
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Jonah, and others ) thoſe things which were not 
otherwiſe diſcoverable. And (2.) by ſtrange and 
unuſual accidents he ſets the inquiſitive humor of 
men on work, to lay odd and wnconth paſſages and 
circumſiances together, till at laſt they make a ſut- 
ficient concurrent Evidence, to convict MalefaQtors of 
ſecret aud unknown Crimes than which there is 
nothing more uſual in ordinary Courts of Fuſtice. 
So that it comes frequently to paſs, as Zophar ob- 
ſerves, that the Heavens firſt reveal mens iniquities, Job20. 
and then the earth riſes up againſt them. ore 

(6.) And laftly, (not to multiply more particulars 
on this Head ) his Infinite Wiſdom, and moſt Pri- 
dent Counſel, whereby he manageth thoſe penal 
Providences ſo, as to out-wit the wiſeſt of men, 
when they imploy all their Policy to ſecure them- 
{clves : by which he ſhews himſelf wonderful in 
Counſel, and gives the world daily occaſion wiſely to 
conſider bis doings, to find out the admirable contex- pal. 64. 
ture of the wheels and ſprings, by which that great % 
Engine is moved, which takes the wiſe in their own 
craftineſs.and ſnares the wicked(as the following part Job 5. 
of my Text expreſſeth it ) in the work, of their own 
hands. 

And in many of thoſe great works, when Ages 
have ſtudied them all they can, yet ſtill there is 
ſomething remaining undiſcoverable to exerciſe 
the wonder of the moſt curious Enquirers, and 
make them cry out with the holy Apoſtle, O the g,,.. 
depth ! How unſearchable are Gods Judgments, and 11.33, 
his ways paſt finding out! And this thall ſuffice to be 
{poken to my fourth Head. 

V. The fifth follows, to wit, To give you the 
beſt account I can, of | The diſtinguiſhing Charadters 
by which ſuch Divine Fudgments are differenced 
from like Providence befalling men upon other Ac- 
counts. | br | 

The 
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The reaſon of which diſquiſition is, becauſe 
God many times either actively inflits, or ( at 
leaſt ) paſhvely permits great afflicting evils, to be- 
fall men, yea, the beſt men; which are not to be 
ranked by us under this Head of Judicial Execu- 
tions, as being intended by God to promote holy 
Defigns of his own of quite a different Nature, and 
tendency. 

Now in the purſuance of this great Enguiry, 1 
ſhall firf# adventure to your conſideration ſome 
general obſervations concerning Divine Judgments, 
which may conduce to the governing our (elves in it 
with due caution : and then give you the Charadters 
I promiſed. 

I. The general obſervations are theſc. 

[ 1. | That ſuch publick fignal Fudgments as my 
Text and Dodtrine ſuppoſe, are a ſort of Divine 
Providences which God doth more rarely than is 
ordinarily believed, exhibit to the world. For he 
himſelf calls the execution of Judgment in ſuch 
publick and notorious manner , his ſtrange work, 
And (ſpeaking after the manner of men) tells us, 
*tis that which he doth not willingly, i. e. not of his 
own natural propenſion, but upon the urgency of 
ſome ſpecial occations, which indiſpenſably require 
it. Wherefore it is, that the obliging Inſtances of 
his Mercy and Bounty, his Patience and long ſuf- - 
fering, and other expreſſions of his Goodneſs, ( his 
moſt natural Attribute } are the daily and hourly 
exerciſe of his Providence : but thoſe other harſh 
aad unwelcome Iſſues of it ( like zmatural Births ) 
are produced but now and then. And that ( 1.) 
partly, becauſe this world is not properly ſecrlum 
Mercedi, the ſeaſon for the revelation of the righteous 
Faudgment of God, wherein 18 render to every man ac- 
cording to his works , but that buſineſs is reſerved 
for the world to come, and the Day in which he bath 


appoin- 
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appointed to Judge the world by the man whom he hath —q I7. 
ordained : and he thinks it ( therefore |) not fit to 
leſſen the expeRation thereof, by a ſeeming anti= 
 cipation of the imployment = thereunto: and 
(2: )) partly, becauſe he is deſirous to keep up the 
juſt 2alxe of ſuch great occurrences by the rarityof 
them 3 which if they were common, would grow 
into like diſeſtecra with other things that come un- 
der daily obſervation : and (3.,) partly, becaule, 
as a bountiful Bene fattor, he is not willing to fireigh- 
teu his liberality to the very worſt of men 3 but to 
give them a plentiful ſhare of the good things of this ng wn 
life, whoſe portion is laid out here : And /aftly, be- PAl. 17, 
cauſe it conduceth go the glory of his Fajtice in ano- 
ther world, to give bad men ( of themſelves in- 
clined to grow inſolent upon his forbearance )) the 
occalion of hardening their hearts in evil, by not 
executing Sentence againſt every wicked work, ſpee- Ecclel 
dily. - Et 
{ 2. ] That it is highly probable, that theſe ſorts 
of unuſual Providences are yet rarer in the latter 
Ages of the world, than in the earlier: and under 
the Gefpel, and among Chriſtians, then under the 
Law, and among the Fews. Becauſe there was in 
thoſe times more occaſion for them, and uſe of 
them, than now there is. Before the Scripture in 
any part was written, Tradition, with the reliques of 
the light of Nature, {ometimes aſſified with extragr- 
dinary Revelation, was the Rule whereby the world 
was governed, But becauſe the :po former were 
much corrupted, and the third afforded byt now 
and then toa few eminently good men z the gene- 
rality had need to- be often taught their Duty, as 
Gedeon taught the men of Succoth with thorns and Judges 
briars, ſharp and ſevere Providences, And even,” 
after ſo much of it was written, as ſerved to gg- 
"vern the Jewiſh Church under that — 
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. God was pleaſed to keep up ſtill, in great part, the 
ſame Method of adminiſtring his Kingdom upon 
earth by exemplary Providences. As ( probably ) 
conſidering, ( 1.) that what was ſo written, was to 
/be kept among them to whom it did principally 


Rom. ain; and that the reſt of the world was to be 


eft generally in the ſame condition they were in 
before. And (2.)) that ( by the difference put be- 
twixt the Fews and them, by a peculiar diſcrimina- 
ting Religion ) the reſt of the world were generally 
like to be exaſperated againft them ſo, that had 
they not been kept in awe by ſuch penal Providen- 
ces now and then, they would continually have 
been attempting the extirpation @f a ſort ef men ſo 
edious: and had not the Fews themſelves been en- 
couraged in their ſingular Religion, by ſuch frequent 
miraculous appearances of God for the puniſhment 
of their perſecutors, they would havebeen the more 
tempted to have purchaſed their peace with their 
Neighbours, by waving their Religious obſerva- 
tions to purchaſe their good will. And (3. that 
this Law, to the Fews themſelves, was for the moſi 
part like a book, ſealed; in that the greateſt encou- 

gements to obedience, ( the great Promiſes of the 
Goſpel }) were obſcured under dark expreſſions, and 
typical ſhadows, till the vail on Moſes his face was 
taken away by Chriſt, and life and immortality by him 
were brought to light : and therefore even they had 
ſtill much need to be quickned to their duty by 
ſenſible Motives, And ( 4.) l:ftly, that they were, 
by the very conſtitution and temper of the Nation, 
a very ſtiff-necked and unmanageable People 3 and 
{o not eaſily to be kept in obedience by bare written 
Ryles, without a Rod of ſevere Temporal Fudgments, 
frequently laid on the backs of ſome amongſt them- 
ſelves, to keep the reſt in awe, | 


And 
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And if we alſo conſider theſe Particulars, ( as 
God probably did }) and ſome others that might be 
ſuggeſted of the like nature 3 we may very well (I 
think ) be ſatisfied, that if we do not now hear of 
ſuch frequent notorious Executions of Divine Jultice as 
then were the ſtate of the Church lince Chriſt, and 
that Church ſpread over all the world ; the clearneſs 
and perſpicuity of his DoEtrine in the main induce- 
ments to a good life ; and the more plentiful effu- 
ſions of the Holy Spirit upon all fleſh to produce a 
more filial obedience thereunto render it leſs neceſ[- 
fary that we ſhould do fo : Eſpecially, ſeeing we 
have all thoſe great Inſtances of Divine ſeverity 
which were exhibited in thoſe ancient Ages, deli- 
vered down even to us pon whom the ends of the 
world are come, by holy Pen-men in writing, for ozr 
admonition. 

[3.] That the certain Interpretation of {uch rare 
Judicial Providences, when they now adays fall 
out, is fo us in theſe latter Times more diffieult, 
than it was to the men of thoſe days, in which 
they were more frequent. The Reafon whereof is, 
becauſe God, ſince the Scriptures were compleated, 
and generally received, hath put a ſtop to that Spi- 
rit of Propheſie, which in former Times raiſed up 
Prophetical Men, to predict and threaten Judg- 
ments before they came, and interpret them infalli- 
bly when they came.So that the moſt perte&t Judg- 
ment we can now make of them, though we uſe all 
the means left us to that purpoſe with the greateſt 
and moſt conſcientious exaCctnels , will fall very 
ſhort of Infallibility, and amount, at moſt, only to 
a great Moral certainty, in moſt cafes of that na- 
ture. 

[ 4. | That it is therefore very eafie to miſtake in 
this attair, and be deceived by the making ſuch In- 
terpretations of Divine Providences of this nature 

SH, as 
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as Fhancy and Paſſion, ( continually ready herein to 
interpole _) may be apt to ſuggeſt to us: and the 
moſt of men ( and too many good men too }) are 
very prone to be miſled by them themſelves, and to 
miſlead others. 

[ 5. ] That ſuch errours and miſtakes, are not 
more eaſie and frequent, than ( as they are com- 
monly made uſe of _) finfel and dangerons. Bc- 
cauſe, by our aptneſs to avouch them, and ( in a 
ſort ) impoſe them on the belief of others, we 
too often render our {clves guilty of prophaning Gods 
Name, ( of which his great works are a confidera- 
ble part _) by ſtamping our own fond conceits with 
his Image and $ «#6 pen , Which isno leſsa crime 
in this caſe againſt God, than the minting and ven- 
ding adulterate Coin m worldly dcalings and 
payments is to the temporal Prince, under whom we 
live. | 

[5.] And yet, laftly, ( notwithſtanding all that 
hath been ſaid to beget a new caution in us ina 
matter of ſo great an import _) I muſt.avouch, that 
I donot believe God hath altogether tyed up bis hands 
from executing ſignal Judgments, even in theſe 
days, or in thoſe Regions where the Goſpel 15 prea- 
ched with greateſt clearneſs and moſt powerful Evi- 
dence : Eſpecially, in caſe the ſubſtantial corru- 
ptions of {o pure a Religion be at any time ſo groſs, 
or the general debauchery of mens lives under ſuch 
excellent Inftructions be ſo foul and ſcandalous to 
the holy Doctrine of our Saviour, as to call for 
tham: and when any new Impieties of the largeſt 
dimenſions, and prodigious Inmoralities, become 
bold and audacious beyond the examples of the 
former Ages of Chriſtianity, ( with impunity, if 
not countenance and encouragement, from thoſe 
that ought to ſuppreſs them ) _ thoſe that are 


the noted Profeſſors of it, Nox dol think that we 
are, 
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are, in ſuch caſes, ſo deſtitute of direction, partly, 
from parallel Inftances of Scripture z and partly, 
from the general motions of Mankind in all Ages 
concerning ſuch Providences and partly, from the 
concurring Evidence of the circumftances of thetn 
when they ſo fall out, &c. but that we may, even 
in theſe days, by the ordinary aſſiſtance of Gods Spi- 
rit ({ even without a Revelation )) diſcern ſuffi- 
cient marks and tokens of Divine Judgments upon 
many of them, to lay a foundation for the improve- 
ment of them to the ends which God generally de- 
ſigns by them, both to our ſelves and others. For 
a moral certainty, in {uch matters wherein a Duty is 
to be inferred from the various accidents of, this 
life, hath ( tous )) the forceof a Dine Command. 
A Principle, which if it be not owned, we muft 
neceſſarily be endangered to be governed, in moſt 
of - the ordinary actions of our preſent callings 
and imployments, by that wild and extravayant 
Rule of exſpecting ſpecial Scripture-determinations int 
all the particularfties of our worldly conditions; 
which no ſober man will own as the meaſure to go- 
yern his Actions by. 

2, And ſuch ( in the ſecond place ) as I have 
deſcribed, I hope, will the charaFers of remarkable 
Divine Judgments be, that follow. | 

(1.)) The greatneſs and publickneſs of a Divine ' 
ſtroke, been what is common to men; eſpecially, 
if fo great, as in common repute to be above the 
power of man to inflict, ( asI have befbre intima- 
ted _) gives the firſt glimpſe of light in this Caſe. 
Which puts us; ( as it lawfully may, nay, more 
in duty ought where the concern is ſome way our 
own _) upon enquiry into the Natzre of it. For 
we are wonted todo ſo in Humane Societies. It a 
ſtranger come by a Gallows or a Whipping-poſt, and 
ſee a man hanged, and drawn, and quartered at the 
one, 
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one, and another ſeverely whipped at the other 3 he 
will preſently be enguiring, wherefore ſueh perſons 
are handled with ſuchſevtrity in ſo notorious a man- 
ner? And when ſeverities, it may be far greater 
from God, befall any with as publick circumſian- 
ces, it is cqually rational for the ſpefators, and 
much more the ſufferers, to enquire what he means 
by them 3 and even' to ſuſpect the worſt, that they 
may be Fudicial Executions, till he be informed 
otherwiſe. Yea, God himſelf intimates his appro- 
bation of mens inquiſitivenefs, in ſuch caſes : 
when he tells the Fews, that he would inflit ſuch 
ſore plagues on them, as ſhould move all Nations 
to ask , Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto 
this Land ? What meaneth the heat of this great 
Anger ? | 

(2+) But this alone, is not a ſufficient character 
to warrant us to pronounce ſuch a ſtroke to be a 
Divine Judgment, how ſevere ſoever it bez except 
there appear as evident and notorious & crime in 
conjunction with it. For the judging by the for- 
mer mark, (ingly, miſled obs friends in his Caſe ; 
and the men of Melita in the cenſure they paſſed 
upon St. Pax, when they ſaw the Viper hanging on 
his hand. And it may miſlead us in like caſes. For 


if we interpret all ſuch great and remarkable (cve- 


rities, on whomſoever they fall, to be Divine 
Judgments, we ſhall be often endangered unjuſtly 
to. condemn the Generation of God's beſt Children. But 
where both theſe in the ſame perſons meet, with 
equal Evidence; we can hardly be miſtaken, ( ex- 
cept all Mankind be ſuppoſed to be ſo too, who 
commonly argue in ſuch caſes from this charaQer ) 
in calling ſuch Providences Judgments of God : or, 
if we be miſtaken, it is ( ina ſort )) a fafe errour 
as that which ( if we make a religious uſe of our 


apprchenſions about it )) will miſlead us only 
' ants 
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into ſuch affeftions and aQions as tend to Gods 
glory, and ourown benefit and advantage. ©» 

(3.) And a far greater evidence is given in this 
Caſe many times, to make Divine Judgments ma- 
nifeſt, by the fair and legible Impreſſion and Image of 
the very offence it ſelf, upon the puniſhment n- 
ficted. The drowning of Pharaoh and the Egypti- Exod.14, 
ans in the Red Sea, was a puniſhment ſo like thetr 
fin in drowning all the male Children of the I{raclites Exod. 
inthe River : the burning Nadab and Abibu with a EE 
Rrange fire from Heaven , was a Divine ſiroke fo 10.1, 2. 
aptly ſuted to their offence in offering Incenſe with 
ſtrange fire to Heaven :- the inceſtuous defilement of 
Davids Concubines by Abſalom, had ſo expreſs a 2 *am. 
ſignature of the dehilement of Uriahs wife by Da» OP 
vid : and* ( to mention no more Examples at pre- 
ſent )) the cutting off the Thumbs and great Toes of ng 
Adonibezek himtelt, was ſo ſignal a requital of the ** 
like teruelty ſhewed by him to 70 Kings before : 
that no man needs to doubt the lawtulneſs of cal- 
ling them by the Name they have always born, that 
of retnarkable Divine Judgments. And it can 
rationally be no matter of {cruple to any one, to 
give Providences of the like ftamp the fame name 
{till, 

(4+) And it makes much to the ſirengthning 
the Evidence in ſuch matters, when ſuch remarka- 
ble Divine ſtrokes tread cloſe upon the heels of ſome 
notorious offence , as cftentimes they do: yea, {o 
cloſe, as to ſurpriſe the offender in the very-Ad. 
The ſtriking the Sodomites blind in the very attempt Gene1g: 
of a foul ſm not to be named; and the firing of ** 
the whole City the next morning with a ſtorm of 
flaming Brimſtone z the cleaving of the Earth to Num.16. 
ſwallow Korah and his company, even whilſt they *** 
{tood daringly in the face of God and the Congre- 
gation, to ayouch.a foul —_ againtt Moſes, 

and 
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and a facrilegious uſurpation of Aarons Prieſthood ; 
the running through of Zimri and Cosbi, in the ve- 
ry a& of bold and audacious uncleanneſs ; the 
ſlaying of Belſhazzar the very night following his pro- 
fane debauch, a&tcd by the abuſe of Gods Conſecra- 


Dan, 5. ted Veſſels to drunkenneſs , at an Idols fealtz the 


30. 


turning of his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar a-gra- 
Zing among oxen, When that vaunting brag was 


Dan. 4. ſcarce out of his mouth, Is not this great Babylon 
2132 that T have bnilt for the houſe of the Kingdom, by 
as 5.5, the might of my power ? the {miting Ananias and 


IO, I2, 
22z 23s 


Saphira dead, with a lye in their mouths to cover 
their ſacrilege 3 the eating up Herod by worms, {© 
cloſely attending upon his owning the blaſphes, 


* mous flattery of the people : and many more like: 


Inftancces to theſe, none ever gave a ſofter Title 
to, than that of: Divine Judgments. And whcre-: 
fore the drunkards breaking his neck in his drun- + 
kennels, and the hectoring challengers being ſlain 
in a Due), and the perjured perſons being ſmit- 
ten dumb or dead in his perjury, and the like penal 
events befalling other ſinners in the very act of 
other ſins of as ' hainous a nature z may not 
ſtill, by a parity of- Reaſon, pals for Providen-+ 
ces of the fame denomination, I cannot ima=-.: 
Sine. 

(5-) When ſuch. penal Providences are the evi- 
dent and notorious conſequents of provoking and \ 
daring Appeals , Applications, or Addreſſes to God : 
of any kind 3 or of conteſts with him : there is all 
the Reafon in the world why we ſhould take them 
tor Divine Fudgments, extorted by an impious im- » 
portunity, or provoking Inſolence. r 

I.) In caſe of Appeals to God, implicit or ex- ! 
plicit, When the bitter water, under the Law. : 
envenomed by the imprecation of the difloyal wite : 
4p2inſt her ſelf, i caſe ſhe was guilty of the fab .; 


_ 
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ſhe was ſuſpeRed of, canſed her belly to ſwell, and 


her thigh to rot; the implicit Appeal to Geds Des Num. 5, 


cifion in this caſe, made the event cvidently to be 
a Divine Judgment. When Kerah and his Com- 
p'ices dare put it toa Divine determination, whe- 
ther they had not as much right to offer Incenſe as Aaron 
and his Sons : The Event in this Caſe declared that 
Ged judged the cauſe in which he was thus ap- 
pealed to againſt them? And when the wicked 


22s 


Nu 
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Fews by tumultuous out-cries call on Pilate to erx- + 


cifie Jeſus for a Malefator , and encourage him, 
when his Conſcience boggles at {o toul an act of 
Injuſtice, with this feartul imprecation, ( in the 
nature of ſuch an Appeal )) that it he vere not 
guilty, God would lay his Blood on them and their 
children, and the Event of ſo many Ages hath 
declared the faid guilt not to: be yet wafhed off 
from their whole Poſterity : None but an hardened 
Few will ever doubt, whether there be a Dive 
Tudgment in this caſe or no. Laſtly, When holy 
Fob ( againſt the unjutt charges of his cenforious 
triends, who among other crimes; taxcd him with 


Mm, IG, 


breaking the arms of the fatherleſs': i.e. That by his Job 22. 


power he had ſo cruthed them that they were difa- ? 


bled to maintain their right againſt him)had appeat- 
ed toGod tor his vindication,and imprecated againſt 
himſelt, that it he were ghilty of this Crime, his 


Arm might fall. from bis Sho#tlder-blade, and be broken Job 3. 


from the bone 4, e. That the fleſh migit rot from the 
bone, till his Arm fell from his Shoulder ; if a lit- 
tle after , that Arm had dropped off according to 
his Execration , and fome” concurring evidence 
withal had appeared to prove him guilty of the 
fact which he fo diſclaimed, (1 fay, if it had 
fo faln out, which it did not, becauſe he was 
mnocent |) had not his friends been juſtified, 
t they had cryed out in the words of the Pal! 
| C 2 milt, 
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miſt, Behold ! the Lord is known by the Fudgment 
that he executetb ! 

= - 2,) In caſe of Addreſs or Application to him, in 

matters of another nature. As in promiſſory Oaths, 

( or which in ſubſtance is all one ) Imprecations of 

Gods vengeance , upon non-performance of what 

men undertake todo. Which Addreſſes are either 

ſerious or cuſtomary. And in both ſorts, Gods Judg- 

ments may be manifeſted , as the circumltances 
may be. 

(1.) In ſerious addreſſes of this kind. As in 

the Caſe of the Children of Iſrael , when they 

Deut. Were obliged to ſay Amen to the fearful Curſes an- 

—4 o_ nexecd to the Law z they did therein implicitly ad- 
* dreſs themſelves to God, and pray, that all thoſe 

| curſes, in caſe of diſobedience to that Law, might 

i befall them 3 which Curſes are therefore called the 

| Deut. Crrſes of the Covenant , becauſe they covenanted 


Pi "9-22 With God upon that penalty to keep his Command- 

i | ments there mentioned, And therefore , aftcr- 
"IB wards, when- God had executed thoſe ſeveritics 
115.8 upon them , which made all the Neighbour-Na- 
oi tions to enquire, . | Wherefore the Lord had dealt ſo 
l. with them. | Men are directed by God to anſwer, 
"Ht Ver. 25, Becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
io t23: the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt this Land to 
| bring upon it all the curſes written in this Book And 
he moreover tells them, that they need not fear 
offending by a raſh cenſire, where Gods Judg- 
ments with the Cauſes of them were {o manifeſt, 
For though ſecret things belong to God i. e. in dark 
[ caſes, we muſt not be too forward to paſs our 
f ſentence upon Gods providential proceedings; yet 
it things revealed, ( as fuch Judgments inflicted upon 
ſuch a forfeiture by Covenant betwixt God and a 
People are ) belong to us and our children, to inter- 


PxEt and improve them, And the like may be — 
Ls calc 
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caſe of particular perſons, when they vow and ſo- 
lemnly Covenant with God to leave ſuch vices, and 
amend their lives; and to bind themſelves the 

' more firmly, imprecate ſuch evils upon themſelves, 
in caſe they fail in performance. Of which there 
is a notable Inftance in one of our late Writers, of 
Sir Fervaſe Ellowis, ( as he calls him ) who at the Wife 
place of Exccution took notice to all the people pre- K.7 well 
ſent of Gods juſt Judgment that brought him to 
that end : for that he had ſolemnly ( being given 
| to gaming ) upon ſome ſpecial occafion , prayed 
to God, That if be did ſo any more,he might be hang'd : 
and having broken promiſe with God, he had brought his 
own wiſh upon him. 

(2.) In cuftomary Addreſſes of that nature z when 
mein upon every flight occaſion imprecate in the 
form of a cuſtomary wiſh, ( as a vain Parentheſis in 

\ diſcourſe, with ſome perſons too frequent ) any 
evil upon themſelves, to back every ſlight purpoſe 
or trivial Promiſe that drops unadviſedly from 
their lips : Theſe men, though they uſe not Gods 
Name explicitly in ſuch forms of diſcourſe, ( and 
yet too often even that is done, | IT wiſh to God, 
&c. | is too frequent a Phraſe ) yet they do imply 
it, and it hath the force of an application to God, 
to inflict ſuch an evil on them. Now, if when 
men fail, as too often they do, in thoſe unadviſed 
promiſes of theirs, and God. brings the calamity 
they wiſhed upon them; 1 ſhould not ſcruple in 
ſuch a caſe to look on it as the execution of a Di- 

« vine Judgment, to warn people, how they uſe 
any expreſſhons wherein Gods Name 1s concerned, 
in a ſlight and cxſtomary manner. And 1 am per- 
{waded, if it were well obſerved, God doth to 

| very many perſens of lewd Tongues, performin 

carneſt, what they ſo often inconfiderately impre- 
cate in this world ; and doubt he doth fo to many 
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more 1n another world, where their | God-damn- 
me*s | and | The-Devil-take-me's | and the like 
familiar forms of cuſtomary diſcourſe, with pro- 
phane men, are ( with the ſtinging atteſtations of 
their own' Conſciences to Gods Faktic therein ) 
ſadly verificd upon them to all eternity. 

3+) Incaſe of Conteſts with God, Gods Judgments 
are often manifeſted and made known to be what 
indecd they are. As, 

(1.) When they light upon the farrious main- 
zainers of a falſe Religion againſt the true : c{pc- 
clally , if in a publick and notorious competition, 
God be (as it were ) challenged to appear in thc 
vindication of his Truth. Which was the caſe of Baals 
Prieſts in thcir notable conteſt with Elyah, where- 

r Kings in God brought them to publique Execution, by a 

*% miraculous Confutation in the preſence of all Iſrael. 

C2.) When ſuch Divine ſeverities bctall the pro- 
fcfſours and propugners of Atheiſm and Irreligion, 
in oppoſition to all Religion. If ſuch pcrfons 
aie not the common death of other men, the common 
vote of Mankind pronounceth them to be exccu- 

vid. cic, ted ' by a Divine Judgment, As appears, by the 

Se Nat- cenfſures paſſed by Heathens themſelves upon the 

1. 1,& 2. fixange ends of Diagoras , Protagoras , Bion , Thes- 

Prert. in Joris , Epicurus , Pherecides, and others, who ci- 


vit, Prot. * 
Ariftip. ther were, or were generally reputed, Atheiſts 
$7.c- among them: And by thoſe of . the Holy Scri- 
Athen. ptures on Pharaoh : and of the Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
_ ters on Calignlz, Maximinus, Fulian, and many 0- 
3.4 ther Atheiſtical and prophane promoters of Irreli- 


SiON. 

(3.) When the like ſevere Providences bcfall 
{ach, as though they profeſs the true Religion, yet 
becauſe they make uſe of that Profethon only as 
a mask to cover thoſe deligns againſt it, ( which 
they dare not carry on with open, face ) on 

| Oxe- 
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fore-dooms in the Scripture ( as guilty of moſt 
pernicious oppoſition againlt it ) to a notable and 
tignal Ruine and Deſtruction. As in the caſe of 

the great Antichriſt ; when God, having revealed 

that wicked one fully, (hall finally deſtroy both him, 

and his Seat, where ſitting in the Temple of God, he _ 
as the Devil in Gods Name, by Satanical Fgns and 2 Thel: 
Iying wonders : both the Church Militant and Tri- wo Es 
umphant are called on to acknowledge and rejoyce Apo: 
in the juſt Judgments of God executcd on him and 1; 7,3. 
his Allman 

(6. It is no ſlight Evidence to 3 Divine Judg- 
ment,when (as it often falls out )an offenders Conſcience 
under {uch a remarkable firoke of Gods Hand, owns 
it as the juſt puniſhment of ſuch a particular noto- 
rious Crime : and gives glory to God, ( with Achan) 
by confctling it betore the world. When Adonibe- 
ze. convicted by his own Conlcience, cryes out, was 
as I have done, ſo hath God requited me: and Fo- © © 
ſephs Brethren, in the danger they were in to be exe- 
cuted for Spies in Eg ypt, charge themſclves with the 
guilt of their envy and cruelty againſt their Bre- 
ther 3 and acknowledge, that therefore that di- "+4 
ſtreſs came upon them : And when Malefattors at the * 
place of Execution; and debauched lwers in ſome 
notable Calamities, and eſpecially in the near 
proſpect of Death and Eternity under ſome fig- 
nal ſtroke of Gods Hand, accuſe themſclves, and 
attribute thoſe ſeverities to their particular Crimes ; 
What Reaſon hath any man to give their ſufferings 
a milder name than they give them themſelves? 

And thus have I given you the beſt Charafers [ 
could, by which to difcern Divine Judgments from 
Providences of a like ſeverity, befalling men on other 
accounts: my fifth Head. 

VI. The fixthfollows: to wit, | To give yore di- 

, reciions in the making application of Divine Fines | 
4+ ho 
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to particular Caſes, without offending againſt Fuſtice or 
Charity. | 

The Reaſon why {ſuch directions are needful, 
is very evident, For we are forbidden by our Sa- 
viour, to judge Our Brethren, leſt we alſo be judg- 
ed. And in the noted Caſes of 'thoſe on whom 
the Tower in Siloe fell, and thoſe whoſe blood Pilate 
wingled with their $acrifices z our Lord ſeems to take 
the part of the Sufferers againſt their Cenſures. 


3. And the miſcarriage of obs friends in their deal- 


ings with him, is by God himſclf expreſly con- 
demned. Wheretore, it is meet this Caſe ſhould 
be carefully ſtated, that we may ( in the preſent Ar- 
gument }) be ſatished, how tar we may lawfully 
g0 in applying Gods Judgments, ſo as to preſerve 
our ſelves from ſuch Errours. And in Anſwer to 
this Caſe, I ſhall ( as I did on the former Head ) 
firſt premiſe ſome Grounds to proceed on 3 and 
thence proceed to the dire ſolution of it according, 
to them. 

[ 1, The Grounds which I ſhall premiſe, *arc 
thele, | 

1. | That it follows from what was faid on 
the former Head, that in {ſuch Applications of 
Divine Judgments to particular Caſes, we are to 
be very cautelous and circumſpect, 

2.] And yet it does not follow, that we arc 
totally obliged to forbear them. Yea, rather, 
there are divers Arguments from Scripture , 
which give great countenance, and ( in ſome 
=o great encouragement, to the making of 
them, 

(1, As firft, the Text it ſelf, which afferts ſuch 
Tudgments to be means whereby God is made known 3 
will neceſſarily infer, that in order to the making 
this yſe of them, we muſt be allowed the liberty 


of diſcreet and conſiderate Application of them. | 
=_—_ | | | | For 
, 
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For to ſuppoſe a notable Judgment executed with 
ſignal manifeſtation of a Divine Hand therein, and 
of purpoſe deſigned for men to take notice of it: 
and yet, not to allow them to obſerve 1t in 
thoſe circumſtances which render it moſt ob- 
ſervable, ( all which circumſtances are neceſlarily 
annexed to particular Caſes ) implies a contra- 
diction. 

(2. The Scripture tells vs of Holy Men who 
haye made ſuch particular Applications, and have 
not been blamed, but rather commended for it : 
and their examples left on ſacred Record for the 
imitation of future Times. It 1s given as an ho- 
nourable charaGer in general of good and holy 
men, that becauſe they have pleaſzre in that im- 
ployment, they ſeek out the great works of the Lord, 
of which theſe judicial Providences are a ſpecial 
part. And holy David propounds himſclf in par- 
ticular, as an encouraging example to patient ex- 
pectation of the Ifſue in that ſtumbling Caſe of 
Divine Providence, | The notable proſperity of ſome 
notorious wicked men | telling us, that he himſelf 


bad ſeen ſome ſuch in great power, ( probably Saul Pal. x7, 
and his profane Courticrs and Favourites ) flou- 39.3% 


riſhing like a green Bay-tree, whom yet he obſerved 
in the Iſſue notably extirpated, ſo that they corld 
not be found. And that notable ſpeech of Hezekiab 
to the Levites, is recorded to his commendation, 
( as a conſiderable part of that which gave him 
jult Title to that honourable character, that he did 
that which was right in the ſight of the Lord, according 
to all that bis father David had done ) wherein he 
obſerves particularly, ( though with reflection up- 


on his father Ahaz ) that the Lord had lately deli- r chron. 


vered Judah to trouble and aſtoniſhment, and hiſſing 29 Gs 


and that their fathers fell by the Sword , and their 
ſons, and daughters, and wives, were yet in capti- 
vity, 
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vity, for the negleft of Gods Houſe , which he thence 
quickens the Prieſts and Levites for the future to take 


more care of. 


(3+. Good men in general are encouraged with 
the promiſed proſpect of Divine Judgments on ſome 
notorious wicked men. When the wicked ( {uch 
whoſe proſperity was a tentation to good men 


to 


fret and be enviows againſt them ) are cut off, 


thos ( fays the Plalmiſt to the man whom he en- 


Pfal.z7. courageth to wait on the Lord and keep his way 


ſhalt ſee it, i. e, {o as to take notice of it to thy 
great ſatisfaction and encouragement to depend 
on God' for the future. And elſewhere, the righ- 
teors 1s told, that when the notorious oppreſ- 
ſing Judges, againſt whom that Pſalm is dire- 
&ed, ſhall be taken away as with a whirlwind li- 
ving ,, and in Gods wrath, i. e. brought in the 
prime of their- proſperity to a ſudden and vio- * 
lent end; that he thall rejoyce when he ſeeth the 
vengeance : and waſh his feet in the blood of the 
wicked, i. &. in a kind of holy Triumph for the 
manifeſtation of Divine Jultice, ſhall even tram- 
ple upon them when they lye in their blood, with- 
out tear of defilement, ( to which in other caſes 
the Jews by the Law for touching any thing of a 
dead Corps were liable ) any more than it they 


had waſhed their feet 1n water. 


(4. And ſinners are blamed, tor not drawing 
Arguments of caution and reformation from the 
particular Inſtances of Gods Judgments in their 


days. 


As Belſhazzar, tor that when he ſaw and 


Dan. 5. knew how God had dealt with his proud Grand- 


54-h father Nebuchadnezzar, he notwithſtanding, /ifted 


himſelf up againſt the ſame God, betore whom 
he ought on that conſideration to have been hum- 
bled. And the remaining Tribes of Judah and 


Benjamin axe ſeyercly taxed , for that when they 


faw 


35 
ſaw that God had rejected and ſent into Captivity 
the Ten Tribes, their brethren, for their Idolatry 3 
yet they feared not, but went on confidently in the 
{ame provoking fin themſelves And 1t is not to 
be underſtood how any perſons can be obliged to 
take warning from particular Examples, it they be 
not allowed to apply ſuch Providences of God to 
them, in thoſe particulars from whence that carton 
is to be gathered. 

3. ] Wherefore we muſt find out ſome other Jn- 
terpretation of thoſe Scriptures, which feem total- 
ly to prohibit all applications of Divine Judg- 
ments to particular Caſes: and particularly of 
thoſe before mentioned, And that ( as to them at 
leaſt ) is a matter of no great difhculty. For 


the firſt of them forbids one Chriſtian indeed to Mat. 7,1, 


judge another : but it is only a raſh and a harſh 
ccnſuring Chriſtian brethren ( as the Phariſees 
were wont to do) even for the ſmalleſt faults; 
and that when the cenſ{urers themſelves, it may 
be, ( as they ) indulge themſelves in greater, (ſuch 
as are like beams to the others motes, as appears, 


v. 2, ) that is there forbidden, And the blame _ oe 
which in the ſecond Text, the relaters of the fall 


of the Tower of Siloe, and the mixing the blood 
of the Galileans with their $acrifices by Pilate, did 
incur z was not barely for taking notice of theſe 
Events as Divine Judgments, but for judging 
the perſons (in a like Phariſaical pride ) grea- 
ter ſinners than others, and than themſelves in par- 
ticularz having no other evidence to ground that 
cenſure, than that what they ſuffered was more 
ſevere than what uſually betell othersz which in- 
deed was none at- all, And obs triends ( the 
third Text _) were cenſured by God for making 
the like uncharitable and unwarrantable Inference 
'from his Proyidcatial ſcycritics upon Fob. M 
tnat 


AQts 5. 
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that all theſe Scriptures thus interpreted, ( as in» 
deed they muſt be ) make nothing againſt the law- 
fulneſs of a modeſt, ſober, prudent, and dif- 
creet application of Divine Judgments to parti- 
cular caſes; ſeeing in an application ſo qualified, 
we ſhall be ſecure from offending againſt Fxfice or 
Charity. 

{ 2. And therefore I procced, in the next place, 
to give you the Directions promiſed you to preſerve 
you from ſo offending, in like applications of Dj- 
vine ſeverities, 

(1. Firſt then, Privately and in our own boſoms, 
we may with more freedom and Jatitude make fuch 
applications, than we may difeoxrſe them withal to 
others : if withal we take care to turn our inward 
ſentiments only to thoſe uſes, which refle&t Glo- 
ry to God, and benefit to our ſelves; without 
gratifying any unlawful Paſſhon, apt on ſuch oc- 
caſions to be ſtirred towards our ſuffering brethren, 
and neighbours. And yet, 

(2. When Gods Providence it ſelf makes any Caſe 
notorious by producing an offender, as it were, 
and chaſtiſing him upon a publick Theater, the caſe 
being clear and evident of it (elf in the eyes of 
all men; wo man is then bound up from bear- 
ig his part in the peblick, diſcourſe : but ( as he 
hath a call either by office, or occaſional chari- 
ty to the ſouls of men to take notice of it ) 
every one may, nay ought, to ſerve Gods de- 
gn therein, by making uſe of it for others, as 
well as his own, edification. And it is related 
as a thing imitable in the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, that they interpreted the ſudden deaths 
of Ananias and Saphira, as remarkable Judg- 
ments of God, _ not only were poſſeſſed 
with great fear themſelves on that occaſion, but 
allo deriyed that fear to many others, by pub- 
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liſhing it, ſo that they feared likewiſe as many as 
heard of it. 

(3. We are not ſo much in danger of offending 
againſt Fuſtice or Charity in the application of Di- 
vine Judgments, when they betall great Commu- 
nities and Societies of men , as when they light 
only on particular Perſons, or ſmaller Parties, For 
when Nations and other great Communities fall 
under great Epidemical calamities, wherein every 
member ſome way or other ſuffers , or at leaſt is 
endangered to ſuffer, there God himſelf expects 
his hand ſhould be publiquely acknowledged, and 
due means uſed by religious Addrefles to him ſo- 
Iemnly and generally made for the removing of 
them; and in them requires that each Member 
bear a part, and accuſe himſelf and be deeply 
humbled, as being a partaker in that guilt which 
procured them : So that what every one is obliged 
toown, is without injury or breach of charity im- 
putable to them all. Whereas there are very few 
private Caſes, wherein the Perſons ſuffering can be 
convincingly brought by others under a like obliga- 
tion, to own and acknowledge the particulars char- 
ged on them by their Cenſurers, as the Cauſes for 
which they fo ſuffer: and {o we are endangered to, 
charge them at adventure, and therein to be unjuſt 
and uncharitable, 

(4. We run leſs hazard of violating Fuſtce 
and Charity, in applying ſuch Divine ſtrokes, as 
Fudgments to ſome perſons, than to others. For 


whereas there are ſome notoriouſly bad men, who 16. 3. 


publiſh their fin as Sodom, and proclaim them- 


ſelves to have no fear of God before their eyes, be- (23 
ing altogether become filthy or ſtinking ( as the Pal. 14. 


Margin hath it ) in the noſtrils of all ſerious and 7 
ſober perfons; fo that no Charity, be it never ſo 
lazge, (* except it be wilfully blivd withal _) can 
judge 


Phil. 3. 
19, 
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. as loth and unwilling to do the one, as he to 


(39) 

judge better of them : when any remarkable hand 
of God finds theſe perſons out, to ſeize them for 
publique Exemplary puniſhment , I cannot ſee, 
why we may not, without any heſitation in a 
caſe ſo plain, think and ſay, This 14 a remarkable 
Fudgment of God, and a fair warning to all men 
#0 avoid ſuch courſes. And eſpecially if ſuch per- 
ſons have arrived to that height of profeſſed wic- 
kedneſs as to glory in their ſhame at that rate, as 
to ſet themſelves down in the ſeat of the ſcornful, 
and ſcoff Religion and Vertue out of counte- 
vance, as a thing deſpicable and contemptible 3 and 
to own themſelves in all companies, as the publique 
He&ors and Champions of prophaneneſs and impic- 
ty, and profeſſed perſecuters of all perſons that dare 
appear on the fide of God and goodneſs. For in 
ſuch caſes, as IT told you before, the opinion of all 
the world juſtifies us, in making the ſevereſt refle- 
ctions upon their ſufferings. 

But when ſufferers, though the hand of God 
lie heavy upon them , are either eminently good 
men, or ſuch as in the judgment of rational cha- 
rity we are bound to think, well of tor the main, 
though they have their allay of hamane frailty, 
and are Gold, though mixed with drofs z yca, 
or ſuch, as there is hope they may become bet- 
ter , becauſe there is nothing that declares them 
deſperately and incorrigibly bad : We are towards 
all theſe ſorts of men to proceed in cenſuring 
with far greater Caution, and the better they are, 
the more muſt be obſerved; according to the fol- 
lowing meaſieres. 

I.) That we endeavour to be as ſparing in 
applying theſe ſorts of Divine Providences, to the 
caſes of particular perſons under the former cha- 
racters as God is in infliiing them; and appear 
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do the other. For it is very uncharitable for any 
man to be over-forward in crying out, upon eve- 
ry unuſual firoke upon another, 4 Judgment, 2 
__ becauſe thereby he cruclly vexeth his | 
rothers ſoresz a thing which is done by no- 
thing more than by exaggerating his calamities 
with the repreſentation of Gods diſplcaſure te- 
ſtified in them. Beſides, that the haſtineſs of men 
in ſuch applications, looks wo much like that 
diſpoſition which Charity diſclaims, of rejoycing 1 Cor. 
in iniquity, 4. e. in the opportunity of coloura- _ 
ble laying a criminal matter to ones brothers 
charge, without ſtaying to examine what ground 
thereis for it: as on the contrary, to rejoyce #n the 
Truth, i. e. to be glad when by the diſcovery of the 
truth, our own and others ſuſpicions or miſappre- 
henſions concernipg him are removed, and he vin- 
dicated, is a charitable Temper, as the Apoltle de- 
{cribes it. 

2.) That we do not firſt fancy. a Dizine Tudg- 
ment in our own thoughts to have befaln ſuch 
a Perſon or Party as we do not affect; and then 
ſearch out iniquities, ( 10 the Pſalmifis Phraſe }) or Plal.64; 
make a ftrict Inquiſition, to tind out criminal mat- * 
ters in him to apply it unto, for the juſtification 
of our own cenſure. For this is a prepoſterous 
inverting of the Rules of Juſtice , which is ne- 
ver wont to pronounce fentcnce firlt at all ad- 
venture, and then examine the Cauſe, or ra- 
ther, whether there be any cauſe : and a great breach 
ot Charity alſo, as implying a malicious delign 
againſt our brother, which we ſeck an opportunity 
to execute. 

This ſeems to be the fault of thoſe Diſciples 
themſelves, who enquired of Chriſt concerning, the 
man that was born blind : for they fiſt reſolve upon! 
it, that this was a Frdgment of God on him for 
ſome 
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ſome ſin, and then they came to our Saviour to 


Joh. 9. 2» TEſolve them, for whoſe ſin it was, bis own, or his 


Parents ? And it {cems evident, by the whole car- 
riage of their diſcourſes, that Fobs friends, though 
they unanimouſly firſt conclude among them- 
ſelves, that his ſufferings were Divine Judgments 
upon him for ſome forl crime; yet they are at a 
los what crime of that nature to find him guit- 
ty of, and therefoge they tax him at all adven- 
ture, with all the horrid Crimes they can imagine, 
to draw a confeſſion from him at leaſt of ſome of 
them, for the juſtification of their own uncharita- 
ble cenſure, 

3.) That we do not haſtily call ſuch ſeverc 
Providences of God towards ſuch particular Per- 
ſons, Judgments , whom we can charge with no- 
thing that is notoriouſly ſinful, in the general 
Fudgment of all Mankind, or at eat, of all Chri- 
ftians, For it is a great piece of wncharitable- 
neſs, as well as mjuſtice, which is too ordinarily 
pradifcd in ſuch places where the common Chri- 
ftianity is crumbled into Sefs and Parties ;, for 
diſſenters of all tides to impute the ſufferings 
befalling their oppoſite#, to Divine diſpleaſure a- 

ainlt them for holding ſuch opinions as differ 
cn theirs, or practiſing in ſome particulars o- 
therwiſe than they do. Now this ariſcth ordi- 
narily from a partial fondneſs which every one 
hath for his own opinion or way: which inclines 
him to think God hath as. great a kendneſs for it 
as himſclf, and his Party have: and to conclude 
all his Providences to be accordingly engaged 
to ſerve under thoſe banners of diſtin&tion, undcr 
which he hath liſted himſelf: whence ſuch per- 
ſons find it eafie ( upon every unuſual ſtroke of 
God upon any that are not every way agreeable 
to their hymour )) to conclude, that the very 
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point in difference betwixt them is judged by 
God and their oppolites , confuted from Heaven 
by a Demonſtration of Divine diſpleaſure againſi 
them. And ſuch an unhappy Paralogiſm as 
this, we are told by our Hiſtorians, it was, which 
in the dark times of Popery gave the caule, 
in the. opinion of an whole Synod , againſt the 
married Clerg y, when the fide of the Room where 
the maintainers of it ſat fell down, killing ſome, 
and hurting others. For thereupon they that 
were for Prieſts ſingle life, cryed down the Cauſe 
of the faln Party with them, as witneſſed againſt 
by God himſelf; and by that forry Argument 
and Noiſe prevailed. Now againſt this great mi- 
ſtake ( by the way ) we ſhall never be ſufhciently 
armed, except we govern our Apprehenſions by 
theſe Two Principles : 

(1.) That God never appointed the dark, Rwle 
of Providence ( to us it is noother to judge Car- 


ſes by, whether right or wrong, good or bad. Of- Jedg.2o 


tentimes, for ſecret ends of his own, he blaſts a 
good, and proſpers a bad cauſe, as the bad Cauſe of 
the Benjamites, in two {et Battels, againſt the good 
Cauſe of the Eleven Tribes : and the horrid and blaf- 
phemous Impoſture of the Mahometans hath now 
for many Ages, by the permithon of Providence, 
proſpered wonderfully againſt the greatefi part of 
the Chriſtian world. 

(2.) That Gods great and ſignal Judgments, 
of which we are diſcourling, are now adays rare- 
ly infliged, but for fuch Crimes as arc generally 
condemned in the 7#dgment of all Mankind , or 
at leaſt, the generality of Chriſtians, according, as 
he deſigns the notice of them to be ſpread in a 
greater or narrower compaſs. And the Reafon 
is evident, to wit, becauſe it cannot otherwiſe 
be rationally expected, the Juſtice of them ſhould 
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be clearly and convincingly owned, and fo the 
good they are intended for muft needs be hazar- 
ded to ſo many as are diffatished in the merit 
of the Cauſe that is taken to procure themm, But 
when a Divine ſeverity juſtly makes an example 
of any. perſon -in the general opinion notori- 
ouſly criminousz they are all imexcuſable , who 
thenceforward do the ſame things they condemned 
in another, ( as the Apoſtle ſaith ) and confeſs 
Gods Judgment to have righteouſly befaln him 


for. 

4.) That we publiſh not on the houſe tops ( in 
our Saviours phiaſe on another occaſion _) that 
which is, it may be, whiſpered in our ears only 3 
and few, poſſibly no other perſons know of. For 
it may ſo fall out, that our intimate acquaintance 
with ſome men, and their circumſtances, may 
give us knowledge of their particxlar vices, ſecret 
as to all the reit of the world 3 and of Gods ſecret 
ſtrokes befalling, them in their perſons or private 
concerns, which we in our own thoughts may 
rationally conclude to be Divine Judgments in- 
flicted for them, Now in ſuch Cafes, though 
we may with great charity declare our apprehen- 
fions hereof to the parties concerned themſelves, 
and admoniſh, and exhort them on that occa- 
ſion 3 yct it were great uncharitableneſs to pub- 
ith to others, cithcr the one or ti1e other. 

. For, wicn God intends ( as appears by his way 
of procceding, therein ) -1vly a private correfion 3 
it muſt proceed from a d-#-& ot charity in us, it 
we by divulging it, turn it into a punique Exe- 
cztion , © the expoting our Brother to an open 


{zame. And the very juftice of every petty Schcol® 


ray convince us of the evil of ſo doing z where- 
tn the corrections given within thoſe walls are 
torbidden to be divulged , under a like penalty 
to 


(43) 
to that which the diſgraced School-tellow fut- 
fered. 

5.) That we apply not the ſcvere ſtrokes of God 
upon our neighbour to the ſatisfaction of vur 
private ſpleen and revengefid+ Humour : which 1s 
too ordinary when we think ſuch as lie under 
them have wronged us, ( or it may be they re- 
ally have ſo ) and we conclude, their ſufferings 
are Divine Fudgments befalling them on our Quar- 
rel. This was the uncharitable Cenſure of Shbimez 
againſt David , when he tells him that God had 
avenged on him the blood of the Houſe of Saul, by 
the Rebellion of Abſalom For it is plain by the 2 Sam. 
Text, that Shimei was of the very family of Saul : ,,g.” 
and it may be looked upon himſelt, as in ſome 
probable vicinity to the Crown, if the ſucceſſion 
of it had continued in that family. At leaſt *tis 
probable, that by the tranſlating it from thence, 
he found his hopes ( as to thoſe preferments and 
other advantages which uſually are attained at 
Court by'thoſe of the Royal Blood ) blaſted and 
defeated. It is true indced that Gods Jultice doth 
ſometimes appear in the remarkable vindication of 
eminently good mens, and his uſeful Inſtruments 
Cauſes : but for every ordinary perſon upon every 
petty trifling injury, to expect that he thould do 
the like for him, or ſuppoſe he doth it, is too great 
a Prelumption. 

6.) That we judge not our Brethrens eftate 
towards God, and much lefs their fietare eſtate trom 
the moſt evident Judgments temporally befalling 
them. 

(1.) Not their preſent eſtate tewards God. For 
a {ore Judgment may betall a man greatly in Gods 
favour, for a foul Crime; as in the caſe of the 
Death of Davids child , inflited, even after his 
Repentance , for thoſe hainous fins of Adzltery 
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and Murder; becauſe he had by them cauſed the 
2.9m. Enemies of God to blaſpheme 3 doth evidently ap- 
car, 

l (2.) And much leſs muſt we thence judge 
their future eſtate in another world. For there 

Lev. 0. is no ſufficient cauſe to judge even Nadab and 
7$*m, . Abihu,, the inquiſitive Bethſhemites , Vzzab , and 
6.19. , others, damned; though God {mote them dead 
in unwarrantable ations. Yea, even Moſes and 
Aaron themſelves died by a Divine Sentence in 
the Wilderneſs for their fin at Meribah: and yet 
Mat. 17. one .of them ( Meſes ) we have ſufficient evi- 
4 dence is in glory : and have no reaſon to doubt 
the caſe of the other. Yea, men may be judged 

of the Lord, (in the Apoſtles ſuppotition ) when 
chaſtened with ſickneſs and death extraordinary, 

1 Cor. that they may not be condemned with the world : and 
21.22 an offender delivered even to Satan, may ſuffer 
ICor. #0 the deſtruction of the fleſh, that his ſpirit may be 
*5- ſaved in the day of the Lord, i. e. in the private 
__—_ which he undergoes from the Lord at his 

cath. | 

7.) That we aſſign not particular fins as the 
ſpecial Cauſes of a Divine Judgment too perem- 
ptorily, except where the circumſtances notoriouf- 

- ly evince it by the Rules before given, or ſome of 
them at leaſt, For if we be therein miſtaken in 
our Judgment z yea, if there be no moral cer- 
tainty that we are not miſtaken, ( ſuch as may 
rationally convince the perſons concerned and 
others thereof) the end which we are ſuppoſed 
to delign by ſuch application, (to wit, to ren- 
der the particular fin to which we attribute the 
procuring that Judgment more formidable) is 
loſt upon thoſe whom we particularly intend 
to benefit by it, and others too: and we our 


{elves are liable to be cenſured, for putting an 
un- 
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umcharitable brand upon our brother without a2 
cauſe. 
8.) That we vant not, or magnifie our ſelves | 
apainſt our ſuffering Brother , by comparing our 
ſelves with him, as it we were therefore the bet- 
ter men, becauſe we fare better at Gods Hands than 
he. This is one property of Charity, ( among 
the many excellent characters given it by the A- 


poſile ) that it vaunts not it ſelf, ( i, e. with the x cor. 
diminution of a mans brethren, for elſe it were 3: + 


rather a deſcription of Humility than Charity ) 
nor is, upon ſuch an account, puffed up. And 
the moſt uncharitable account upon which any 
man can vaznt to the leſſening of his brother 
is, when it is done meerly upon the difference 
that Gods only pleaſure makes betwixt the one 
and the other. This ( among many others |) was 
one great piece ef uncharitablencls in Fobs friends, 
that having in his ſad ſufferings taxed him with 
being of the number of thoſe whom God had 
ſignally branded with remarkable Judgments, and 
a partner in guilt with thoſe of the old world Job 
whoſe foundation was overflown with a flood, though 


he were differenced in his puniſhment , being a 29> 30- 


ſufferer by the contrary Element of fire; they in the 
mean While boaſt, that their ſubſtance was not 
cut down , as being men more acquainted with 
God, more humble, more innocent; as they imply, 
when they adviſe Fob upon their experience to be- 
eome {ſo too. 

9.) That we make no mans religious living for- 
merly, or eminent profeſſion of it, ( no not though 
we have ſome cauſe to think him declined from 
it now) by objecting it to him under ſuffer- 
ing, a part of his calamity : nor occaſion him whilſt 
he ſuffers #nder Gods hand to ſuffer for his ſake 
too: A thing too uſual, when bad men apply the 
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Judgments of God ( or thoſe which they inter- - 
pret to be ſuch }) to good men, or thoſe who have 
had a reputation to be ſuch, beyond their neigh- 
bours. For this is to give them ( as the Perſecu- 
tors did to our Saviour _) gall and vinegar to drink, 
when they have already bitterneſs enough upon 
their ſpirits from the Cp of their Croſ7, that 
God. appoints them to drink, off. This was to Da- 
vid, as he tells us, like a Sword in his bones, when 
profane men ſaid to him in his affliction , Where 

Pſ4l. 42. is now thy God ? and when they caft in his Teeth, 

”J ( as their ſucceſſors did afterwards in our Saviours ) 
his former tr#ſting in God, as if it had either been 

PEL.:2. Hypocriticat, or ( if real ) miſplaced on one 

*»9" that had thus forſaken him. Now to deal thus 
with our neighbour, is at all times greatly un- 
charitable. '* For it cither argues an hard cenſire 
of him that he is an hypocrite , or a greater and 
fouler affgent, if we do not ſo eſteem him 3 for 
then we t#rn ( as the ſame” Pfalmilt elſewhere 
taxeth men of the ſame uncharitable temper _) his 


-.- Pl. 4.2. glory into ſhame, and cndcavour to make that a 


matter of diſgrace to him whichis really moſt com- 
mendable. | 4. 

Io.) In a word: That we do not rejoyce, in- 
ſult, or triumph over any man under Gods hand, 
upon any account 3 much leſs revile, and reproach 
him; but really pitty, bewail , and condole with 
him ratherz and (as we have opportunity ) mn- 
ftruct, admoniſh , comfort, and pray tor him. For 
to do the former, is the conſtant guiſe of thoſe 
that ('in the character of Gods Holy Spirit in the 
Scripture _) are marked for wicked men. The 

obal.r2, Heathen Edomites were ſuch 3 and they rejoyced in 
the day of Judah's diſtreſs. Davids Enemies, ( be- 
l ing ſo to him on Gods account ) were ſuch 3 and 
E. - = 35. i bis adverſity they rejoyced, Our Saviowrs Perſecu- 
Rs: TI . "I | Fors 
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tors were ſuch; and as they judged him ſmitten of 

God, they ſpaked their heads at him upon the Croſs, 1933-4: 
and reviled him with moſt unſavoury and reproach- 27. 40, 
ful ſpecches. OG 

And although there be ſeveral Paſſages in Mark 15. 
Scripture which ſeem to propound Gods Judg- *»*© 
ments as a glad ſpeftacle to good men, and a 
matter of rejoycing , when they befall thoſe that 
are notoriouſly wicked : As when it is prophelied, 

That the righteous ſhall rejoyce when he ſeeth the Pſal. 58. 
vengeance, &c, And when God calls on all the _ 
Saints even in glory, ( the boly Prophets and Apo- 7%" 
files eſpecially ) to rejoyce and triumph over Ayi- 
chriftian Babylon. 

Yet it 1s to be obſerved, that theſe and the 
like Texts relate only to fuch as were Gods pub- 
lique and notorious enemies : and the joy and triumph 
required or allowed, in their deſtruction, is only 
upon account of the ſwcceſs of his cauſe againli 
them, and the vindication of his Glory and In- 
tereſts, As appears remarkably in the Pſalm 
quoted , wherein he tclls us, how the obſer- 
vers ſhould expreſs their joy, to wit, by taking 
notice, that verily there is a reward for the righ- Plil. 58. 
zeous, and that verily be js a God that judgeth in * 
the earth. 

But the latter diſpoſitions and deportments are 
recommended to us by the Examples of the beſt 
men, and moſt eminent of Saints, When Fobs 
friends had dealt fo uncharitably with him, he tells 
them what. a different uſage they ſhould have 
found from him, if their ſouls bad been in his ſouls 
ſtead; and afſures them, that though he could in 
ſuch a caſe have ſpoken as they did to bim gow, 
and heaped up words againſt them, and ſhaken bis 
head at their calamity, as they uſed him: yet .he 
would have ſtrengthned them with bis mouth, and 
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the moving of his lips ſhould have aſſwaged their grief, 
And when Davids very bitter enemies, that inſul- 
ted over his calamity, were ſick, he cloathed bim- 
ſelf with ſackcloth, and. bis prayers, though un- 
gratefully received by them, and thrown back in 
ſcorn into his beſom, whence they proceeded, were 
heartily and ſincerely from that boſom poured out 
to God for them. And our Saviozr , the moſt 
perfect of men ,- to the' many ſufferers under Gods 
hand whom he relieved, was generally ſo com- 
paſſionate z that he zook on him, by a merciful Sym- 
pathy, all the Infirmities that he cured, and bare 
alÞhis Patients fickneſſes. Yea, he could not for- 
bear weeping over the very proſpect of thoſe Tra- 
gedies he forctold himſelf againſt Feruſalem, though 
the Shambles of his Propyets, and his own Slaugh- 
ter-bouſe. And God expects, ( as well as the fab 
ferers themſelves) that to him that i afflicted pity 
ſhould be ſhewn \, eſpecially, if the hand of the Lord 
hath touched him : and diſlikes that men ( in their 
brethrens calamitics _) ſhould perſecute like him, 1. e. 
take the ſame liberty of harſh and ſevere uſage to- 
wards them, as God does, as it they could do it 
with like right and juſtice as he. In a word, it is 
his expreſs command, that to ſhew our ſelves to be 
of the ſame mind one towards another, we not only 
rejoyce with them that rejoyce, but weep alſo with thoſe 
that weep. And thus I diſcharge this ſixth Head 
alſo. 

VII. Come we now to the ſeventh and laſt, to 
draw ſuch Inferences from this whole diſcourſe as 
may be of uſe and advantage tous. 

[ 1. And firft, T infer the great Reaſon that 
there is for a general Judgment in another world. 
For, ſeeing God 1s known by the Judgment that he exe- 
exteth, and all that which he -executeth here, cx- 
tends but to a few offenders3 and it may be, the 
notice 


| 
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notice taken of thoſe Executions that are made, 
reacheth but a ſmall part of Mankind : it ſtands 
with the higheſt Reaſon, that there ſhould be a 
Time wherein all the world may ſee ( even thoſe 


that while his hand was lifted up on earth would not — 


ſee ) that juſt and true are his ments, Beſides, 
by the rarcncſs of the Judgments be executeth here, 
inſtcad of being kzown as he ought, he is by many 
apt to be miſunderſtood, whilli they are generally 
ſtumbled at his letting ſo many notorious offen- 
ders eſcape for one that he puniſheth : and thoſe 
that eſcape here, many times are the greateſt and 
moſt prolperous of men, that even dare his jultice, 


by ſetting their mouths againſt the Heavens them- Pla. 73, 


ſelves. Whercfore, that he may make it known, ? 
that he ſparcth not ſo many high and mighty offen- 
ders , either through impotency, or partiality 3 it 
is caſie to infer, that there mult be ſuch a day, 
wherein all men, whether they be ſmall or great, ſhall 


ſtand before him, and be judged according to their Apocae, 


works. 
| 2. 1 infer, that thoſe men do God great diſſer- 
vice, who either careleſly overlook, or defignedly en- 
deavour to ſuppreſs and keep from the notice of 
the world, thele remarkable Divine Judgments : or 
( when by reaſon of their own publique circum- 
ttancces they cannot but be taken notice of by 0- 
thers _) attempt to ſlur, and fiifle as much as they 
can, the evidence of thoſe particularities which 
{o much conduce to the preſerving and propaga- 
ting the knowledge of God in the world, Thoſe 
of the former ſort are injurious in an high degree 
to God ; who, when he expoſeth his glorious At- 
tributes to view as on a Theater, will not vouch- 
ſafc to be ſpefators of them. But thoſe of the lat- 
zer rank are prodigjouſly wicked. And yet too 
many eyen of thele aye to be found in all ages _ 
tne 
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the world, who ſtudy to darken Gods glory in 
(uch remarkable Judgments, and to lead the ap- 
prehenſions that people naturally are apt to have 
of them, as far from God and Providence as they 
can find any colcur to do. Thus the Eg yptian 
Magicians ( encouraged by a prophane Atheittical 
King, as well as prompted thereto, by their own 
malice )) emulated the miracles that Moſes did, 
and by frequent attempts to do the like; endea- 
voured to perſuade the People, that there was no- 
thing in them beyond the power of created be- 
ings to cect; till God at laſt in the plague of the 
Lice, drew from them an unwilling confeſſion, 
that neither they nor their maſter the Devil could 
imitate it, and that thercfore it was the finger of 
God. And it ſcems to me, that the Prieſts and Di- 
vincrs of the Philiſtines, were willing ( when they 
were called into conſultation what to do with the 
Ark, of God )) to have carricd on as bad a delign, 
and to have perſuaded both themſelves and the 
people that it was a diſputable caſe, whether the 
God of Iſrael had inflicted thoſe Judgments upon 
them , which they had ſuffered or whether it 
were a meer chance that had befaln them. And 
therefore , though they ſpeak fome good words 
concerning the God of Ifracl, and give their ad- 
vice, that if. they returned the Ark, they ſhould 
make him ſome Preſents too, ( it may be forced 
thereunto, as Caiaphas prophelied , by a Divine 
impulſe ) yet they contrive to put the determina- 
tion of that great Queſtion upon the ifſue of ſuch | 
an odd Experiment , as without a miraculous in- 
fluence of the Lord of all the Creatures. upon 
thoſe that they imployed , would in all rational 
probability have determined it againſt God, For 
it-was ten thouſand to one odds, but that the 
Kine ( being milch Kine, ang, their Calves newly 
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taken from their ſides, and ſhut vp in their fight, 
juſt as they were put into the Cart, that was by 
their advice to carry the Ark _ being let looſe 
without a driver , had turned, as nature would 
prompt them, the ſame way their young ones had 
gone, rather than towards the Land of Iiracl. And 
a foul ſcandal it is to the Chriſtian Name, that 
too many of thoſe who bear it, do herein act, as 
it they joyned in delign with the fore-mentioned 
Heathens, For, belides the downright Atheiſts , 
( too many of whom paſs muſter now adays un- 
der Chriſts colours ) whom I have bctcre conftu- 
ted; the ſattih and prophane generation of men are 
deſirous to Jook belide God in all ſuch ftrokes 
let by confelling his hand in them , they ſhould 
be obliged to be more Religious, than ſutes the 
Interelt of their Luftts. Whence, in the calami- 
tics which at any time betall themſelves or others, 
thoſe of them who pretcnd to but the lea(t ſmat- 
tcring in Philoſophy, {eck tor cauſes to athgn them 
to, either in the general order of Nature, moved 
when once {ct a going, without any ſpecial hand 
of God governing the motion of it ſelf; or in 
the Influence of ſuperionr Bodies upon the inferior, 
by the Conjunctions and Oppolitions, or other 
Aſpects of Planets, in imaginary Houſes, which 
the inventions of jugling Alirologers have built 
tor them in the Heavens to conſult and quarrel 
in, about the government of the lower world 
or to the difiempers at ſome ſeaſons naturally cor- 
rupting the Elements, and by. them the bodics, 
yea and the very minds of men. Others of a 
lower rank in their Intellectuals, chrough an ig- 
norant malice ſuſpe&t the evil Tongues of ſome 
perſons who have ſome way or other ( and often 
undeſervedly ) gotten an evil Name among their 
Neighbours 3 or it may be, accuſe the Devil him- 
k » 4 p pe | . (clt 
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ſelf for paying them ſome ill turns he owed them, 
though they were never known to have carried 
themſelves ſo towards him as to deſerve any ſuch 
uſage from him. In all which, and the like con- 
jeQures, it is the main buſineſs of the champions 
of Ignorance and Prophaneneſs, to caſt a miſt be- 
fore their own eyes and other mens, to obſcure 
the Providence of God in thoſe Fudgments which 
he executeth, leſt he ſhould be known by them. 
Which certainly is a crime of the greateſt 
magnitude: for it argues an envy at the glory 
which Gods wonderful Providences are wont to 
procure him in the world : than which there 
can hardly any attempt be conceived more $a- 
tanical, 

[ 3. We may hence infer, How great Reaſon 
there is, that ſuch Judicial Previdences ſhould be 
exactly taken notice of, and with all the notable 
circumſtances which moſt manifeſt God, recorded, 
and tranſmitted to Poſterity. The learned and 
judicious Lord Verulam takes notice of it as a de- 
fect in the hiſtorical part of Learning, that there 
is not extant an impartial and well-atteſted Hz- 
ftoria Nemeſeos, ( as he calls it ) an account of the 
moſt remarkable Judgments of God on notorious 
offenders 3 and complains of it." And it were to 
be wiſhed, that God would put it 'into the heart 
of ſome ſupreme Magiſtrates to promote ſo god- 
ly a Deſign by their Authority , that the great 
Fndgments of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
might be preſerved in publique avowed Records, 
as their own __ are, Forcertainly it would 
be a great check to the Atheiſm that ſo reigns in 
the world at this day, to have ſuch publique te- 
fimonics preſerved againſt them to ſtop their 
prophane mouths withal , when they take libcr- 
ty to cry down God and Providence, And ſuch 
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2 work cannot be done effeEually to ſuch a2 
purpoſe, but with their encouragement and aſ- 
fiſtance,, who are able to oblige the Relators of 
ſuch ſignal Providential firokes, by the facred 
tye of an Oath, to ſpeck the Truth all the 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth, in Gods cauſc, 
as well as mens: and ſeverely to puniſh thoſe 
perſons , who thall appear upon due examinati- 
on to Iye for God, or againſt him. But ſecing 
ſuch a deſign is rather to be wiſhed , than ho- 
ped to be carried on, in ſuch an Age as this I 
forbear to inſiſt longer on this Point; and in the 
fourth place infer, 

[ 4. That thoſe private Perſons, in the defect 
of more publique endeavours in this kind, do 
God good ſervice, and much oblige Poſterity z who 
take what honeſt pains thcy can, in fo profita- 
ble a diſcovery , by. enquiring into, and infor- 
ming themſelves and others from good Evi- 
dence, of ſuch Inſtances of Gods juſt Provi- 
dence, as their Ages and the places they live in 
afford, For however fome Atheitftical ſpirits 
are, according to their wont, apt to flight and 
deſpiſe them : yet, abundance of ſerious and 
conſidering Perſons, do, and *tis to be fuppo- 
ſed, will, in after-Ages, make great advantages 
by them. 

[5. And yet this muſt be attempted with great 
care and caxtion, as a thing, on which we cannot lay 
out too much circumſpect diligence and induſtry. 
Which alſo follows from my Text and Doctrine. 
For thoſe Fxdgments by which the Lord is known, 
muſt be firſt known to be, and to be his Fudg- 
ments , that is, it muſt be known that fuch 
things, as to matter of Fad, are certain; and 
that they are accompanied with ſuch circum- 


ſtances as carry in them a moral certainty allo , 
( 25 
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Cas I beforc told you ) that they are in- 
flited by God upon ſuch an account : be- 
caufe if there be a rational doubt of the 'one, 
or the other , there muſt be an equal uncer- 
tainty in the. concluſions drawn from ſuch un« 
certain Premiles, | 
Wherefore, it is certainly a foul and ' hat- 
nous crime, and a thing highly injurious both 
to God and man,. for any Perſon or Perſons , 
either out of a miſguided zeal for God, or out 
of a particular fond affe&ion to any Party in 
Rdigion, and much more, upon the account of 
any more unjultihable Paſionz to become a' for= 
ger of Diviac Judgments : or a bukie reporter 
and ſpreader of ſuch Forgeries, For this 1s to 


Job 13.7, ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk, deceitfully for 


him , which Job chargeth with great abhorren- 
cy upon his triends; as judging it a molt un- 
becoming thing to endeavour to prop up the 
Canſe of the God of Truth with falſhoods. Nor 
indeed 1s it leſs miſchievous, than it is 2nſutable, 
to the intcreſt it pretends to defend, © For 
though one or two ſuch pious frauds may prove 
at the firſt, ( in ſome junEture of Time where- 
in ſimple and well-meaning devotion prevails 
over the inquiſitive humour of Mankind ) to 
be ſome way ſerviceable to the Deſign they were 
coined for : yet in proceſs of Time, as the 
ſtate of Religion alters, and men ( having it, 
may be diſcovered the fallacy ) grow more nice 
of belief in ſuch matters; the caſe is quite dif- 
ferent. For then {irikes in ( ordinarily ) the 
ſubtil Atheiſt or misbeliever, and aggravates the 
flaws he finds in ſvch ftories, as are really ob- 
noxious, to the blemiiing the Reputation of 
the moſt undoubted Records of Chrittianity it 
ſclt. And it can hardly be imagincd —_ a 

oul 
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foul imputation upon that holy Religion of our 
bleſſed Saviour amongſt Atheiſts and ether Infidels, 
thoſe Cart-loads of Monkiſh ſtories in the Romiſh 
Church have occaſioned 3 wherein the Mzracles of 
their fidtitions Saints, and the Fudgments of God 
upon their pretended Adverſaries, are equally nume- 
rous3 and yet both ſo groſly contrived, that the un- 
Skilfulneſs of the bungling Inventers faves the con- 
futers of them the pains of any ſtudied Arguments 
to diſprove them. And yet with fuch a fortiſh 
credulity are the generality of that Religion poſ- 
{cfled, that there is hardly any one who was emi- 
nently inſtrumental in the Reformation, but they can 
tell you of ſome miraculous Fudgment of God that 
brought him to his End; which they believe with 
equal faith to what they have for the Goſpel it ſelf : 
even that of Lathers body being carried away out of 
his Coffin by the Devil, which he himſelf lived to 
diſprove by his own Pen. | 

And it were well if it could be ſaid of themonly, 


that they prop up a cault with lying wonders ( as is 2 Ther, 
rropheſied of them ) that xeeds it : and that the #9 


indiſcrcet zeal of others, who would be thought to 
have better Conſciences, as they have ( wherein they 
differ from them ) a better Cauſe, did not make uſe 
of their Example too, much, and treat their Bre- 
thren of different Judgments in the petty diſputes 
that divide them into Parties, in the ſame unchari- 
table manner. At leaſt it were to be defired, if 


{uch hot ſpirits will needs continue ( with Solo prov, 26. 
mons Mad-man ) to caſt Fire-hrands one at another 3 


that they would not (with the Poets Prometheus ) 
ſteal fire from Heaven to kindle them withall, by 
forging miraculous Providences to blaſt the Reputa- 
tion of thoſe Cauſes they are prejudiced againtt, in 
the Perſons of thoſe that defend them, 
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[6. Laſtly, we may learn hence, on all hands, 
to make a mgge beneficial uſe of Gods Judicial Provi- 
dences: to wit, that of the Text, to endeavour to 
advance in the knowledge of God by them. Which 
Daty ( according to the uſual extent of that 
Phraſe in Scripture ) includes many particulars. 

(1. As firſt, Tf any of us be ſufferers under any 
ſuch ftrokes, as our own Conſciences ſuggeſt to us 
are Divine Fudgments : we are betwixt God and 
our own ſouls to endeavour to take up the Contro- 
verſie which he ſeems to have with us betimes : and 

inorder thereunto to acknowledge and bewail thoſe 
known ſins which we are convinced of; and in a 
more ſpecial manner, thoſe which our own hearts 
ſcize on in freſh purſuit, as the | magarey cauſes of 
that diſpleaſure from God, under which we lie: 
to humble our (elves under his mighty Hand, and 
remove by ſerious reformation and amendment of * 
life, o#t of his fight, whatever is offenſive to thoſe 
Hab. I. ure eyes which cannot behold evil, or look on iniquity. 
= And if it be not clear to us what particular quar- 
rel God hath with us or that he hath an eſpecial 
cauſe given him beyond the ordinary frailties of 
humanity ſo that ( as toany known great crime) 
weare as clear as Fob himſelf; yet we are ( as he 
is well adviſed, and alſo of himſelf reſolves before 
Job 10.2. that advice ) to ſay to God, ſherwy me wherefore thou 
29:72 contendeſt with me : and that which I ſee not, teach 
thou me: and if I have done iniquity, I will do ſono 
more. 

This is to be done betwixt God and our own 
Conſciences, if none but God and they be ac- 
guainted with our circumftances, | 

But if our Caſes and our Crimes too be already 
by Gods Providence expoſed to the prblique notice, 
it is our duty in this Caſe to go farther; and to 
evidence our true Repentance to the world, by a 

. rus, 


: (s7) 


true, free, and ingenious acknowledgement, ju- Pc 51. 4 


;fing God;-and giving glory to him, as David and J9%-7. 
- did 3 dh others not to offend him * 
Mm like manner, by our Example. | 
- And in all theſe caſes, if the preſent Judgment 
be upon ſuch courſes taken, removed 3 and Gods 
Hand turned away from us: we are our ſelves to 
take heed we fin thus no more, leſt a worſe thing come John 5, 
no us : and not provoke him, (by a feigned humi- "4 
liation whilft we are under his correQting hand, des 
ſtitute-of real amendment )) todo as he threatens, 
| te. puniſh us ſeven times more, and augment his ſe- ,,, c 
verities, till our wound become incurable , and paſt Jer. 15. 
remedy. _ 


2 Chron. 
. If we be (as in Epidemical Judgments }) 26.16. 
Th f 


ers in common With others; our duty is, ( in- 

ſtead of ſhifting off the blame*upon others ) each + 
man in particular to own his own thare in the com- 
mon guilt, ( as knowing the plague of his ozon beart ) 1 Fines 
and by true Repentance and amendment to leſſen ** 
the publique Load which he hath contributed to 
greaten 3 and call on others, as he hath opportuni- 
ty, to do the like: and Jafily, when he hath ren- 
dred himfelf fit for that charitable office to the pub- 
lique, by having recovered his own Innocence, to 
intercede earneftly and affe@tionately , ( ufing his 
renewed Intereſt with a reconciled God ) for the 
ſociety towhich he doth belong. 

(3. If we be bare hearers or beholders of Gods 
great ſeverities upon others, and oxr ſelves free z we 
are then, | 

(1.)) Wiſely to conſider his doings : (© as to ob- PL 64.9. 
ſerve carefully what of God mils ordinary ap= 
pears in them: that we may give him the glory of 
thoſe perfeQtions, which he hath thereby rendred 
tnolt conſpicuous , for which thoſe that have plea» 


fire in his works ſpecially ſtudy them. 
n (6.) And 


(58) 

(z:) And particularly, to endeavour to reduce 

Gods Providences of this kind ( as well asall others) 

* to the Rule of bis written word; and obſcrve the 

correſpondency they bear-each to other. For this 

will ſerve us to-very great purpoſes, in order to a 

firm faith-in him, and fear of him, when we can 

2.1% fay, ( with Moſes in thecaſe of Nadab and Abihu ) 
This is that which the Lord hath ſaid. | 

=" (3+) To lay them up in memory as a choice trea- 

ſure, to be made uſe of when cccalion ſerves. For 

God expects his great works ſhould make deep Im- 

preiſions in the minds of men. And therefore 

Paltz, ſome Interpreters read that clauſe of Pſal. 111. 

VerCTig. Which we render, He hath made bis wonderful works 

to be remembred, | Memorie conſecravit | he hath de- 

voted or conſecrated them to remembrance. Where- 

in they imply, that it earrics in ita kind of ſacri- 

lege, to let them flip through our memories as com- 

mon and inconſiderable things. And he takes no- 

tice of it himſelt as a great crime in the Iſraelites, 

Pſal. 78. That they remembred not bis hand, how he wrought his 


Rab ſigns in Egypt, and his wonders in the field of Zoan. 


(4+) And to improve that remembrance, as Occa- 

ſion is offered, by applying it to our ſelves and o- 

thers, according to the ſutableneſs that thoſe Pro. 
vidences bear to the caſes to which they are applicable, 

So when the 1ſraelites were apt to be afraid of the 
mighty and numerous Enemies they were to en- 
counter,. at theit entrance into Canaan, God ſu- 

Deut.7. tably recalls to their memories, what he did to Pha- 
2'7* raoh and all Egypt. And when our Savioxr would 
tortife his Diſciples againſt the Tentations to com- 
pliance with the obltinate and unbelieving Fews, m 
holding out the ſiege of Jeruſalem, out ot affection 

=  tHitheir. concerns there 3 having before.told them of 
Luke 17, that great day of. the Revelation of the Son of Man 
.* i his Judgments on: that City, and that there 
 *B&. $ 5 : LY wanted 
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( 59.) 
wanted nothing to compleat its deſtruction in pro- 
portion to Sodom, but only the Temoving the, Chri- 
ſtians thence, ( as they went afterwards to Pella out, .,: 
of the City ) in conformity .to Lots going | out of (31, 32» 
Sodom : he bids them to remember Lots wife, whoſe 
tenderneſs of. her concerns in Sodom, made ther 
look back, and- therefore by. Gods, jult Judgment, 
in the very place, ſhe was turned anto a Statze of 
Salt. And' the... Pſalmiſt' comforted bimſelf againſt 
Gods preſent Enemies, and. their outragions m{o- 
lences 3 by remembring Gate Jnegunye: of old, Pfat.u1g. 

(5.) And tobe ſeuſible ot the ſpecial Mercy and = 

Goodneſs of .God to us, whom, it may be he hath as 

fignally delivered when we were in,cqual. guilt and 
danger with! others, who. no. leſs figual'y periſhed : 

yea, - poſſibly, 'when our own. Conſciences;told. us, 
that we our ſelves better deſerved to havebeen made. 
Examples of Divine ſeverity,than they that were,ſo., 

Thus the tetarning Jews acknowledge with gra- 

titude the Mercy.of:; God tg them, . that in the com= 
mon deſtruction; of Feruſalem,, be þad left them. a xzra g.8. 
remnant to eſcape, and to give thens a nail. in , bis holy | 

place, 4. e, a little, though bat a, weak fafining 

there. And fo ought all thoſe whom Gods Jadg- 

ments have left,. in publique calamities eſpecially, © ' 

like a few gleaning grapes after the Vintage, as Iſgiab 16. 27.6: 
expreſſeth the faid Remnant of retarning Fews. - +» 

(6.) To poſſeſs our hearts with a reverend and 

awful fear of that God, who is terrible in his deing 5 PC66. 5, 

toward the children of Men. This: uſe David made 

of Gods ſtroke upon Vzzah; he was afraid of the 2 Sam. 
Lord that day. . And the whole Chriſtian Church, * 9 
yea, the generality -of men that. heard of the un- 
uſual deaths of Ananias and his wife, ( as I before aass. 

obſerved ) were ſurpriſed with 2 great fear, . When 1+ 

God as a Lion, does: but roar in his threatnings, 

who will not- fear 2 (ſays. Amos, and much more, Amos 3; 
| al "E 3  when® 


(60) 
Hoſs.r, When ( as pu contemporary Prophet expreſſeth it ) 
_—_— Ike 6 young Lion, does he expect, certainly, 
Pr4.xr, that all Jd- ſerve him with fear, and even 
' thoſe + rejoyce _— him, (in the moſt feſtival 
exerciſes of Religion, wherein joy was-part of the 
ſervice required ) do it with trembling ? Thus 
are Chrifttan Gentiles taught, upon coihfideration of 
the noted Ak of _ So his former 

Rom.rr, PeOPIe the Jews, not #0 igh-minded, but 
20. > - as alſo the Chriſtian Fews, upon the one tmalant of 
| the ſeverities of God towards their -fore-fathers un- 
der the Law, jn the very delivery whereof Moſes 
himſelf faid , T exceedingly fear and quake are cal- 
led on by the ame Apnſtle, to ſerve him with reve- 
rence anil godly fear : as conſidering, that not only 
Mount $imai, but Mount Sim alſo had its thun- 
drings, and the Goſpel its terrours, as well as the 
Law: So that offenders againſt him that ſpeaks from 
Heaven, ſhall not efcape, more than they that de- 
ſpiſed bin that ſpake on Earth 3 nay, ſhall rather be 
puniſhed with more ſeverity, becauſe the God of 


| - *Heb.12, Chin, as waltas Jews. is, if provoked, a con- 


23 2" fieming firez and not to be triet ( as Iſaiah expreſ- 
ths 274 rf it.) by thorns riars ſet in array againſt him, 
| beft be go through them, ahd burn them togetber, 
(7.) Laſtly, to improve that fear for our future 
Caution ; that taking warning by his noted ſeveri- 
ties towards others, we give him no occaſion, by 
the ſame or like proyocations, tetake us in hand 
next. But eſpecially, are we to take heed of #hoſe 
fins in particular, againſt which we are evidently 
eonvinced God tg given publique Teſtimonies by 
any remarkable Judgments, Which is the ule the 
Apeſtle tells us we ought to make of the great Judg- 
ments of God, againſt the old Iſraelites left us u 
2 CoMI0, 60 Recard in Jerfotitee, All thoſe things ( whic 
" : there he xeckons up ) befell then, lays he, + 
ampler, 


(61) 
amples , and were writes for our admonition , upol 
whom the ends of the world are come : to the intent, 
45 he implies it in ſeveral Inftances, that we ſhowl4 
not Inſt, or commit Idolatry, or Fornication, or # 
Chriſt, os murnwr, as they did, tor fear of the ſame 
or like Judgments. 

And the like End ſurely God aims at, in thoſe 
Judgments, which fall out in any Age or part of 
the world, to admoniſh men to repent of, and for 
the'fature, abſtain from thoſe Courſes which ( as 
it were ) after violence to his Patience and long- 
ſuffering, and extort thoſe notable ſeverities from 
him, by the audacious importunity of their noto- 
rious Impieties, | 

And in all ſuch caſes the wiſe man ( in Solomons 


Phraſe }) will hear and increaſe in leafning, by forti- 55% 3+ 


fying himſalF againſt all Tentations to thoſe {ms, 
againſt which he feeth the Hand of God ſo nota- 
bly lifted #p. - So that if among all the jolly crew 
of forriſh drunkards, but now and then one breakbis 
neck in his drunkennels, or by a cxp-quarrel loſe his 
litez ( m_ withal many fach thould eſcape ſach 
ends, even fo many as to givg countenance to the 
profane Proverb, that drunken Men come by no harm ). 
yet the prudent man will lay thoſe fow contrar 

Inſtances fo heart 3 and ay in Hirmſelt, Why þþ / 
T not fear, if T deſpiſe ſuch aytings, that I maybe 
made the next Example in that kind ? If there be a 
fgnal Inftance mhis Age, and within his obſerva- 
tion of a noted cruel opprefſor, wpon whole eſtate 
and houſe the exyſe of God retnarkablydeſcends, 
fo that his poſterity are either all buried in-drath, 


z. e. die obſcurcly, fo as to be miſſed by ſearce any Jeb 27. 
body : or if any of then ſurvive, they arc not fa- 15 Tc, 


tified with bread, but the great eftates gotten by 
uwnkwkul means, melt away like 'wax before the 


Sun, exe inherired by the thir# Generation 3 the'Prov. 3. 
; | (erj- 372 33» 


E 3 


(62) 


Eerious: obſerver. will learnyz not to envy him, noy 

chooſe any of his ways. 

If the Examples ſhould be more rare, than in 
Luke 13, theſe days they are, of a debauched Prodigal, ſpen- 
Jo. ding \all his living with harlets, and by means of 

whoriſh women reduced from an ample Ettate to 2 
Prov. 6. piece of bread : or of, ſome other finners in the ſame 
-- - kind, whoſe fleſh and body are conſumed with a loath- 


Phraſe of the Apoſtle, concerning uncleanneſs in 

Rom, x, another kind ) that recompence of their errour which 

27 mus meet : the conſidering man will ſay with him- 

(elf, What. ſecurity have I, that the ſame fin, if I 

follow it, will not reduce me tothe ſame Caſe ? If but 

the field of a ſluggard be overgrown with thorns, and 

- aettles cover the. face thereof, &c. (i. e. his worldly 

eſtate goes backward for want of honeſt Induſtry 

Prov. 25. a wile Solomon will caitfider it, and receive inſtruftion. 

If the. daring and audacious Appeals of a bold fin- 

ner. to God-+in- fearful Grrſes 'upon himſelf ;, or 

profane affcations of a new uncouth way of gal- 

lntry, by inventing new Imprecations againſt him- 

ſelf: or the malicious ſhooting of bitter words as 

arrows in evil - wiſhes againſt /pthers 3 amongſt 

men-that love exrfing,.do but once or twice in an 

Age meet with a ſutable ſiroke of: Divine ſeverity, 

Pſal.r0g. and: curſing ' come into the curſers bowels like water, 

and as oyl into;his bones : a conligerate Chrittian-will 

PL. 39.r, take heed, that he offend not thus with his tongue. 

and by a ſolemn-purpoſe, ar with a bridle, keep his 
math from tranſpreſſing in that manner. 

In a. word, when all the places of Execution in a 

Nation become Pxlpits, whence the miſerable Ma- 

' lefactors from their own wotul experience, preach 

Recantation Sermons, wherein they renounce the evil 

Principles they have lived by, and warn all men of 


the dangerous conſequences of licentions and de- 
| ; bauched 
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bauched Courſes : and the ſame Dodrine bealſs 

as frequently -preached from the death-beds of other 

ſinners, wherein the curſes written in Gods book are 

verified in the eyes and cars of all men, except 

they wilfully ſhut them both : who, but a deſpe- 

rately forlorn wretch, will dare ſay #n his beart, I 

ſhall have peace, though T walk. in the "TI of — 

mine own heart : i«e. gratifie my own finful inclina- * 

tions to ſatiety, as one that adds drunkenneſs to thirſt 2 

Againſt ſuch an one, ſurely, (if any ſuch there be} .. .-., 

the anger of the Lord and his jealouſie may well ſmoke, 

yea and byrn ( as he elſewhere threatens ) to the ,, 4x4. 

loweſt Hell; the place appointed for them ( ſays the * . 

Verle following my Text ) that under ſuch evi- 

dent tokens to remember him by, forget God. And F977: 

juitly may God make them Examples themſelves, 

whom the Examples of others will not- amend : as 

being guilty of tempting his; Fe beyond all pol- 

Iibility of forbearance, .by the -ungrateful abuſing 

of that Patience that ſhquld. have led them to Repen- 

tance; of daring preſumption upon that lenity and 

goodneſs which only hath given them that merciful pſ. 66.9. . 

reprieve, by which their forfeited ſorls are held in 

life > of monſtrous hardneſs and impenitency of heart, 

whereby they treaſure up to themſelves wrath againſt the Rom. 2, 

day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous 5 

Judgment of God ;, and laſtly, of prodigious mad- 

neſs, and deſperate foolhardineſs, when as (notwith- 

fianding the fearful Inftances in all Ages by which 

God hath taught the world that none ever hardned Job g. 4: 

himſelf againſt him, and proſpered, -yct ) as if they 

would wreltle a fall, or tight a duel with the Al- 

mighty, they run upon him even on hjs neck, and on Joh1 15, 

the thick boſſes of his bucklers. WT 
Believe it, finner, believe it, ( for Truth it ſelf 

hath ſpoken it ) though God ſpare thce a while, 

and execute not ſentence ſpeedily again thy wicked 
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(54) 
Rom. 9, Forks, though he be ſlow to anger, and endure 
22 with much long-ſiffering the Veſſels of wrath fitted for 
2 Pet:3-9- deftruftion , as not being willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance : yet will he not 
finally ſuffer his holy ſpirit to be vexed, his pa- 
tience to be trampled upon, his word and its warn- 
ings to be deſpifed, and his Exemplary Execu- 
tions to be entertained only as news without any 


farther effe&t; but if the wicked turn not , he will | 


Pf. 7. whet bis Sword, he will bend bis bow and make it 
12+ 15» ready, and prepare for bim the Inftruments sf death ; 
P6.,98, and ( when he hath ftirred xp all bis wrath, which 
yet in his great compaſſion he forbears ) he will worend 
Pſat. 68. the» bead of his Enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of all 
21 Ffiech as go on ſtill in their treſpaſſer and either here 
or hereafter make them feel by experience, who 
without feeling would not belicve it, what a fear- 
Heb. 10. fri thing, it is to fall into the hands of the living God, 
31-. From which dolcful experience God keep us al, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen, 
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To the Reverend : 
S. FORD. D. D. 
Rettor of 
Old Swinford i in We nefeſire. 
SI R, 

Eing iniportuned by divers c Gentlemen; 
B Miniſters, and others of our Neieh- 
og todraw #p a full Narrative 
and Account - that late fad' Providence 
(which hath filled the hearts and months- of 
the Conntry round about us, the fame whereof 
is alſs ſpread into remote parts) I was at laſt 

prevailed with toendeavonr their ſatisfafion 
And the rather becauſe of a general ramour. in 
the Country, that the man- had-declared ſe- 
veral things to.me of near concernmentts 
himſelf, whioh'he concealed from all other 
Viſitants. That I might not therefore ſuffer 
ſuch Reports to paſs uncertain, nor be wanting 
in that which was by ſome nrged as my duty 3 
T did (by travelling , at ſeveral times, above 
ſixty miles iz: the parts adjacent) enquire in- 

fo divers pa#ticular circumſtances , whith 
was 10t before fully clear in : and have now at 
laſt ſet all down in plain words (ſutable to 
ſich an account.) that the meaneſt concerned to 
A 2 know 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


know and make good uſe of the providence, 
might at firſt reading clearly underſtand it. 

. Sir, That Þ addreſs this to you, is, that I 
may take an opportunity to make wy hearty ac- 
knowledgments for your learned and uſeful 
Diſcourſes ix the Pulpit #poz this occaſion, to 
the general ſatisfa&ion of your Hearers 5, and 
1 nnſt in my own name, and many of theirs, 
#ntreat, you would make the ſubſtance of then 
more publick from the Preſs,that the Readers 
may learn not to be too cen{orious in things of 
this nature, nor yet to paſs by ſo fignal a Pro- 
vidence without that juſi Obſervation it de- 

ſerves, and dxe reverence toward that God 
who is known by the Judgments which he 
executeth, as yo have fully ſhewed us. I hope, 
Sir , 1 invite you to. nothing, but what your 
own Judgment accounts worthy your labour ; 
and. 1 am confident it will be no meax addition 
to\ your former elaborate ſervices of God aud 
his Church. In which that you may be long con- 
tanned for his Glory, and the good of his Pea- 
ple,' ſhall be the hearty Prayer. of ( Reverend 


r) 
:.. Your moſt affcQionate 
(though unworthy Friend) 
to honour and ferve you, 


7. ILLINGWORTH. 
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eA juſt Narrative or Account 
of the Man whoſe Hands and 
Legs Rotted off inthe Paryh 
of Kings-Swinford in Staf- 


ord{hire, where he Died, 
June 21. 1677. 


Ichard Dencalf of Codſal Pariſh, not far from 
Wolverhampton, in the County of Stefford, 
dying many years ſince (and his Wite al- 
ſo) left behind them many Children, and 

but ſlender proviſion for them. | 

; One of their Sons, Fobhn Dwncalf, bound himſelf 
an Apprentice to Thomas Gibbons of Kings-Swinford 
in the ſame County, Wheelwright. When he had 
ſerved his Maſter two years and (even months (or 
thereabouts) he and his fellow- Apprentice ſtealing 
from their Maſter a conſiderable quantity of Iron,de- 
livercd it toa third perſon,who promiſed to conceal 
it from their Maſter:but being all brought before the 
Right Honorable the LordWard of Dwudley-Caſtle,up- 
on examination ſeverally, they accuſed each other, 
and confeſſed the whole : By which means there was 
found concealed (as Tho. Gibbons faith) 26 pound 
of old Iron, beſides more that was wrought up, new 
Waggon-Nails, ends of Bars, &c. Upon their Con- 
feſlion ,the Lord: Ward ſent them to the Houſe of 
Corre&ion, about Offober 14. 1675. But the other 
Apprentice being dangerouſly fick there, and this 


A3 Joh 
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(2) 
Fobn Duncalf pretending, at Jeaſt, to be ſick allo, 
they two were ſet at liberty the week following, 
After which time this ſaid Fobn Duncalf refuſed to 
come again to, his former ' ſervice ( ſaying he 
would never ſet his feet in Kings-Swinford whilt he 
lived) but offering and engaging to pay to his Ma- 
ſter forty ſhillings, his Maſter nd) he gave Releaſes to 
each other: by which means this young man (who 
was then full twenty years of age, -and at more li- 
berty than formerly whilſt an Apprentice) gave him- 
ſelf up to licentious courſes, viz. (as heconteſſed to 
me,” Apri! 26, 1677 ) to Idleneſs , Stealing, Lying, 
Curſing, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and 'Uneleanneſs with 
Women. Which laſt , he ſaid, was not by committing 
aCusl Fornication or Adultery, but in the thoughts of his 
heart,and by laſcivious words.and peſtures,vhereby he had 
endeavorred to tempt them to Jewdueſs in divers places, 1 


- muſt therefore here clear my ſelf and him. from an 


unjuſt rumour and report common (as I am infor- 
med) in the Country hereabouts, which many peo- 
ple yet believe, viz. | That be confeſſed ſome things to 
me which he deſired might be concealed whilſt be lived, 


as, that be had committed a Rape upon a young perſon, 
" and afterward murdered her: That he was guilty of Bug- 


gery, or lying with Beaſts, &c.] Ido therefore openly 


declare to all, that theſe were groundleſs rumors or 
reports, and I doafſure them he never deſired me to 
conceal any thing he ſaid or confeſſed to me, nor 
"did he ever ſpeak to me of any ſuch things as theſe 


which ſome have reported and others belicved. But 
the faults above-mentioned ſeemcd to lie as an hea- 
'vy burden upon his Conſcienee, when he judged 
Gods hand was ſeverely chaſtizing him for them, and 
all his other impieties 3 among which his conſtant 
profaneneſs had not been the leaſt, in that, alghongh be 
$»14 both read and write, yet he had (as he ſaid tome) 


a long 


- 
% 
t 


(3) 


' & long time negleGied all manner of Service and Worſhip 
of God, as well on the Lords day as other days,and that 
both in private and publick, It 1s ſaid, he ſtole many 
things to ſupply his growing neceſſities (which his 
idlene(s and intemperance brought upon him) chict- 
ly Bibles; and the rather Ares. they would ſooneſt 
be bought by others. About Fannary the 6th. 1675 
coming to the houſe of Humphrey Babb, living at the 
Grange-mill, about three miles trom Wolverhampton, 
he begged of Margaret, the ſaid Humphrey's Wite, 
Vieuals and ſmall drink. The Woman having for- 
merly known him, and compaſſionating his preſent 
condition, gave him freely ſuch as ſhe had, but whilli 
ſhe ſtooped to draw drink for him, he ftole her Bible, 
(as he confeſſed to her afterwards.) This Bible he fold 
for three ſhillings to a Maid of Fohn Downings, who 
lives near the Heath-Forge, not far from the place 
where he ſtole it. By which means, not long after, 
Humphrey Babb's Wite heard of her Bible, demanded 
it of the Maid that bought it, and making her ſome 
allowance toward what ſhe paid for it, received 
it again long before either of them ſaw him, or 
heard what was become of him : But this being 
noiſed in the Country thereabowts, one Henry Evans 
told his Father Thowras Evans ( commonly called 
Painter) who lives near Henly or Himley (they both 
knew him) what Fobhn Dwncalf had done: at which 
the ſaid John Dxncalf, when he heard of it, was ve- 
ry angry, and gave out threatning words againſt 
the young man 3 but being charged with it by them, 
he did not only deny it with ſome fherceneſs, but 
execrated and curſed himſelf, wiſhing his hands might 
rot off, if that were true (as the: ſaid Thomas Evans 
teltites) and Fobn Bennet his Keeper, faith, be often 
heard him ſay to Gentlemen that viſited him in his 
licknels, that he did ſo curſc himſelf upon that oc- 
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cafion to Thomas Evens. And this he acknowledge 
&d of his own accord, to me and many others, ſeye- 
ral times, when he ſeemed moſt ſerious and in! car» 
neſt [ That he ſo curſed binſelf ,. and that immediately 
zeþon the execration ar curſing of himſelf, be had an in- 
ward horror or trembling upon bim,, 2 dread and fear of 
the Djvine Majeſty, and Juftice of God, which fear gnd 
working of bis Conſcience continued more or leſs many 
days after. | 

When I asked him (ppon this ingenious acknow- 
ledgment) why he id not confeſs his wickgdneſs , and 
endeavour that the Bible might be reſtored to the owner ? 
his anſwer was , | That the Devil end his own heart 
world not ſuffer him, | Yet this he acknowledged to 
me | That within a few days after that exeratian bis 
Rleſ began to look, black at the wriſts of bis bands, and 
Jo continued divers weeks before tt did ſanſibly rot. | He 
went then and wrought with one Thomes Osborn a 
Joyner in Dudley, and (as Qsbarn faith_) continued 
with him about 2 MER (Tameyaeny being 
the laſt day as he well remembegs) and that it was 
the laſt work that ever he did ; which I Gannot won- 
derat, conſidering what this poor man ſaid to me 
concerning himſelt in reference to that time, viz. 
[ After T had curſed my ſelf about the Bible , T wrought 
with a Joyner at Dudley 3 but at that time Þ bad a fear 
and trembling upan me , which frequently troubled me, 
and mage me hbqve uo great ming ts work, axd ſo feeling, 
my ſelf wegkand faint, and fearing an Ague or Fever, 
I went towards my acquaintence, but in the way finding 
1 was unable to go any further, T laid my ſelf doron in a 
Barn ( at Parton-Hall as I remember) belonging to Sir 
W alter Wroteſcley, and there contiaued two days and 
nights before I mas faxnd | (ſome ſay he (aid (at 0- 
ther times from Tweſday pight to Friday morning, ) 
Being found, hewas kept at the charge of the Parith. 
of Tetzenbal ( in whigh Parten-Hall ſtands) _ 
| 0 tnc 
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the next monthly meeting of the Juſtices of the 
Peace, who ( Mareh 27. 1677.) by examination 
finding Kings-8Swinford to have been the laſt place of 
his ſettlement, made an order he ſhould be carried 
thither, and maintained by that Pariſh. There he 
was received, March 28. and Fohn Bennet appointed 
to take care of him ; tirft in a Barn belonging to the 
tbree Crowns, (an Inn ſtanding on the Road between 
Wolverhampton and Kidderminſter )) and after one 
fortnight xemoved by the Overſeers for the Poor, to 
the dwelling houſe of the ſaid John Bennet his Keep- 
er in Vall-Heath-ſide. His fleth at firſt began toriſe 
in you lumps or knots at the wriſts of his hands, 
and at his knees (as his Keeper tells me) and after a 
little time to break and run, and ſhortly after to 
ſhrink from the bones at thoſe places, at which time, 
white putrid matter came out and ran abundantly, 
cauſing exquiſite pain and torment to this poor 
man : And ſo offenſive was the ſmell for ſeveral 
weeks together, that thoſe wha came to wiſit him 
who were not only many hundreds, but, *tis be- 
lieved, thouſands Chis Keeper and Neighbours ſay 
many thouſands) were not able to abide in the 
room with him, nor ſtand near without the door, 
except they had herbs or other things at their 
mouths and noſes to ſmell to. The Viſitants being 
{o numerous at all times of the day , eſpecially on. 
the Lords-days, it ſeemed to give him great diſtur- | 
bance, and made him very unwilling to talk many 
times, or an{wer themany thing, They moved him 
once {o far to impatience, when they crowded about 
him each with a queſtion, having Herbs, and other 
things at their Noſes, that his paſſion made him to 
forget his own condition, and with their Noſes might 
r0t off (as divers there preſent affured me 3) tor 
which I gently, but feriouſly , reproved him at my 
next vile, He fecmed to take the reproot well, ac- 
” know- 
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knowledging the fault of his paſſionate expreſſions 
towards them (provoked as he ſaid, by their crowd- 
ing, impertinent curioſity, and fooliſh queſtions 3 or 
to that effe& : ) But he had forgot , cr would not 
confeſs, that he uſed thoſe words, —about their No- 
ſes rotting off. ] 

But his Keeper tells me , he would often be very 
impatient towards the multitude, and call to him, 
ſaying, Fobn, why doſt thou not daſh ont their teeth ? 
doeft thou not ſee how they grin at me ? and the 
hike. 

About the twentieth of April many little Worms 
came outof the rotten fleſh, fuch as are uſually ſeen 
in dead Corpſes (as his Keeper told me) but after 
he was well waſhed and cleanſed, thoſe ceaſed, and 
the room and ſmell was nothing fo offenſive as for- 
merly-: yet al{that while (though it was rumor'd 
mm the Country ) he would never confeſs his execra- 
tion, and wiſhes againft himſelf, until his Keeper de- 
nied to eaſe him of the Vermin, Lice, &c. that hl- 
Id his ſhirt and doublet, and continually tormen- 
ted him. He then firſt promiſed, that if his Keep- 
er would cut them off and cleanſe him, Che had 


- long before cut off all the hair of his head_) he would 


acknowledg the whole truth , which he then did in 
manner as 15 before related. 

And now he began to beg inſtruction, and help 
to repent, and that ſome Miniſters and others, who 
came to viſit him, would pray for and with him, 
which many did, both publick Preachers and others, 
at ſeveral times 3 'and ſome wholived near him (as 
I did_) often. Being asked by me what he deſired 
might be begged of God for him , he returned an- 
{wer to this purpoſe : That God would give him 
repentance, and pardon his fins above-mentioned , vit. 
Idleneſs, Stealing, Lying, Curſing , Swearing, Drunken- 
meſs, unclean Thoughts, and conſtant Prophaneneſs, _ 
that 
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that be would ſave him for Chrifts ſake, and give him 
patience inthe mean time. | 1 did accordingly endea- 
vour to repreſent his caſe before God, and with 
humble earnefineſs to pray for mercy for him and 
he ſeemed at that time to be ſomewhat affected with 
the Prayer, &c. 

It was about this time, if I miſtake not, that he 
ſent for Humphrey Babb's Wife , from whom he ſtole 
the Bible, ſhe came and brought the Maid he ſold it 
to, along, with her: to them - confeſſed the wrong, 
he had done, and defircd they would forgive him ; 
which the Wife told me ſhedid heartily, and prayed 
God to forgive him as ſhe did. The Maid ſeemed 
to beof the ſame mind and Chriſtian temper. : 

Very many (asI hinted before) hearing of him, 
came from all parts adjacent , ahd ſome from places 
far diſtant, to ſee this ſad ſpe&acle of Divine Ju» 
ſtice: and among{t the reſt, ſome of the Romaniſts, 
one of which; he and his Keeper ſuppoſed to be a 
Prieſt of that profeſſion , who was earneſt with him 
to renounce his Religion , and become a Catholick 
(as he called it) and they would remove him, take 
care to heal his Sores, and (ſaid the man , whom 


they ſuppoſed to be the Prielt )I will pawn my foul for S713 


thine, that thou ſhalt be ſaved : which I am informed, 
is an ordinary form of ſpeech amongſt the Papiſts of 
this Countrey, when they would perſuade men to 
their party. When I enquired of this poor man (to 
try him_) why he did not accept of their offers ? he an- 
{wered to this purpoſe, | To what end? How can be 
pawn bis ſoul for mine ? none can ſave me but Chriſt. | 

Others who had occaſion to travel this way from 
London, and other parts far off, Weſt and North, vi- 
ſited him, we hope not to ſatishe their curioſity ſo 
much, as to behold a monument of Divine ſeverity, 
and that they might bear witneſs, that although ſen- 
fence againſt an evil work is not always executed ſpeedily, 
yet 


(8) 
yet, God leaver not himſelf without witneſs, in this, 
as well as former ages, againſt Atheiſm and grand 
1tmpicty. 

Upon the eighth of May following, both his legs 
were fallen off at" the knees, which the poor man 
perceived not until his Keeper told him and ſhewed 
them to him, holding them up in his hands, and his 
right hand , hanging only by ſome ligament, by a 
little touch of a knife, was taken off alſo : The 
other hand at the ſame time being black as a ſhooe, 
and not much unlike, in the fancy of ſome, for 
roughneſs and hardneſs, to the outſide of a dried 
Neats-tongue. This hand hanged on a longtime after- 
wards by {ome ſuch thing as the former , and might 
Ctis pollible) have continued in that manner until 
his death,it he had not deſired hisKeeper to take that 
away alſo as the former, becauſe it was troublefome 
to him. Now although putrid matter frequently iſ- 
(ued out at thoſe places , yet he had not ſo much 
pain as he had formerly for a month or fix weeks , as 
he freely conteſſed 3 and acknowledged that his ſto- 
mach was good, and did digeſt ſuch meats as he 
cook,and that he had evacuations by licge and urine, 
as heretofore in his health. 

So that, continuing in this condition ſome weeks, 
many began to think the Iſſues might be ſtopped, 
and his life preſerved many years, if regularly or- 
dered. Some of the Pariſhioners were moved in it, 
that Phyſicians and Surgeons might be conſulted, 
and good advice taken in the caſe; but I cannot 
learn that any thing was done about it, being judg- 
ed, by ſome, incurable. Itis ſaid that heexpreſſed 
himſelf to ſome that viſited him in this manner, 

That aow the cxrſe wherewith be had curſed himſelf 
ing fully comte'to paſs (in that his bands were rotted 
off) be was perſnaded it wowld go no further. ] But he 
forgot that God puniſhed him, not for that ſin only, 
but, 
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but, for all his great tranſgreſſions (though for that 
chiefly ) as he formerly confeſſed to me, he believed. 
At laſt hisfleſh began towaſt, and his ſpirits to fail 3 
fo that viſiting him again , and obſerving ſome 
change in his fleſh and countenance more than for- 
merly, I laboured to convince him more fully of his 
condition, and to perſuade him to look up to the 
great Phyfician, in whoſe hands axe the iſſues of 
life and death; &e. He ſeemed to give diligent at- 
tention, . and earneſtly deſired me to pray with him 
after prayers, when I was about to- leave him for 
that time, he defired I would not forget him in my 
prayers; making it alſo his earneſt requeſt, that T 
would come again when ever he ſhould ſend for me, 
which I promiſed I would at any hour day or night. 
This was Frne 16. and on the 19. (as his Keeper ac» 
knowledgeth_) he was in great anguith and trouble 
of mind, crying out | Fhat ſhall I do to ſave my poor 
foul 2} with many other expreſſions to the fame pur« 
poſe 3 being very fick, and fearing his om 
eath. But upon what account his Keeper wou 
not fend for me (in whole heazing he fo carmelily 
deſired me to come tohim ) he knows beſt, and muſt 
anfwer it, if it was his fault for private reſpes, as 
isconjectured. Qn Fre 21. in the morning, L went 
again to viſit him, unſent for, but found hin wn- 
(enfible, and paſt any further advice; I ftaid by him 
untibalmoſt noon. He lay ſtill, with his eycs hxted, 
as adying man , moved not at any thing we faidto 
him, but upon pouring into huma. little:drink with 
a ſpoon at ſeveral times, he coughed a little, and 
groaned, and then lay as before. When I ſaw there 
was noprobability he would underſtand. any thing 
I faid, I left him (after prayer made for him with 
the company there preſent , in the houſe ) and hat 
notice brought me, that he' died about two hours 
after my departure-from him. - 
uc 
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Before I ſum up the whole of this Narrative, and 
account of his condition, I judge it may be accept- 
able to the Readerto inſert ſome ſhort Obſervations, 
communicated to me by an ingenious Gentleman, 
our Neighbour, who ſeveral times viſited him in his 
affliction. Take them therefore in his own words. 
< When firſt ſaw this young man (which was 

& quickly after he was brought into Kings-Swinford ) 
< he appeared to me to be of a vigorous [tate of body, 
*and of an healthy conſtitution , ſaving the fixange 
< defect under which he laboured, his hands and legs 
* being then deprived of ſenſe and motion. I ob- 
© ſerved them, and handled him: They were from 
& both wriſts and knees blackiſh and dying and I 
< took notice, that about each wriſt and knee there 
* was aSit were a Circle at the joynt that divided 
the ſound from the dying parts, and ſeemed like a 
' <ligature,prohibiting any nouriſhment to paſs thoſe 

bounds; ſo that the blood and ſpirits being won- 
< derfully ſtopped in their circulation, it muſt ne- 
< ceſlarily follow, that the parts thus deprived of 
< their wonted ſupply, muſt wither and die as a leaf 
* ir> Autumn : which ſad progreſs they made till 
< both hands and legs from the wriſts and knees be- 
* came dead and dried, blackand hard, like Mum 
© my, before they fell off at the joynts, which they 
* afterward did. Ialfo obſerved, that at the firſt, 
* above cach of the forementioned circles, there 
* brake out a ſore, at which the nouriſhing juyce 
* (deſigned by nature to have fed thoſe parts.) em- 
© ptied it ſelf Cnow'in thoſe ſores corrupted )-inia 
* quitture or ſanies, {o horribly ftinking, that few of 
* his Viſitants could well endure the room without 
* fome ſtrong ſmelling defenſative. But viſiting 
* himafter thoſe dead limbs were fallen from the 
*body (all but one hand which was almoſ ſevered.) 
#* Iawthe joynts with the fleſh look well and _ 

| thy- 
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« thy. They ſeemed to me free and 'untouch'd by 
« the former mortification, being quick and fenfi- 
« ble, that now the fellow complained upon the 
« leaſt touch thereof, yet ſeeming to promile an ea- 
«ſje cure, for that ichorous ſtinking humor was 
« gone 3 the fleſh was raw, but ſweet, and here and 
« there beſmeared with a thick corrupt pms, an cn- 
< couraging ſign (ſay Artiſts) that ſores incline to 
« healing : But this.poor creature wanting all help 
« from Art or Medicine, ſave what the application 
« of the leaves of Mullein afforded , which by his 
«* Keeper were uſed to defend the raw parts 3 in ſome 
« weeks there iſſued the like thin and ftinking hu- 
<« mor as before , which ſoon put a period to his lite. 
So far my Friend. 

As to the young man himſelf, he was ( as he told 
me a few days before he died_) about twenty two 
* yearsof age. Tt was eafie to obſerve, he had been 
a ſtrong young man , naturally of a tubborn tem- 

r, much hardened by evil courſes 3 yet he ſeemed 
| "iren es to beaffected with his condition, the dif- 
courſes madetohim, and prayers with him 3 and I 
wiſh I might have had from him as clear an evidence 
of a comfortable change wrought in him,as I would 
gladly have told the world. I muſt in charity leave 
his final condition to God , who thus afflicted and 
chaſtized him for the ſpace of near about foxr months, 
that he might be' a ſignal ſpectacle tothouſands, of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt impiety. 

Theſum of allis this, That a ſtrong, luſty, young 
man, as moſt in the County where he was born, 
being unfaithful to God and his Maſter, and giving 
himſelf to licentiouſeſs and wickedneſs , was 
brought to a morlſel of bread; and by doing evil 
and denying it with execrations, had a ſting and ſe- 
cret remorſe in his conſcience, by which, and want 
{ the fruit of his idlene(ls and intemperance)) he 
grew 
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grew faint and weak, and his hands waxed feeble t . 

not being able to work, detigned to betake himfelf 
to his Friends, but was ſtopped by the way, forced 
to lie down under the hand of God, that the Carſe 
wherewith he had curſed himſelf might como wpon 
him; and {o by the ſtupendious providence of God 
he was made a {pettacle to the world of Divine fe- 
verity many weeks, that others might 'ſee; and bear, 
and. fear, and do mo more wickedly. And 1 wilh, God 
may have no-reafon to fay to-any, (as by the: Apo- 
file in another caſe, * )---Bebold ye deſpiſers, and wor- 
der and periſh: for I work, a workin your days, which 


Yours 
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SI, 
Being requeſted by Mr. Illing- 
worth to give J0u an account of 
what 1 am able to ſay conce rning 
John Duncalf, 1 apprehend 
the beſt way 1s by a bare and 
brief Narrative of that diſ- 
courſe that paſſed between us 
whilſt T was with him ; if there 
 'w any thing worth your cogni- 
' Fance, you may make uſe of it 
as you pleaſe. 


Our Diſcourſe was as followeth. 


| May iſt. 1677. 
Queſt. Peaking to him of the deplo- 
rableneſs of his. (ondition, 


and that ſure there was a more than ordis 

nary hand of Gods Providence-in it ariſing 

from ſome evil aft or aftions of his. 
| B 


Anſw. 
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Anſw. Anſwered yes, *twas for his 


ſins. 
Queſt. When I told bim that ſin was | 
generally the procuring Cauſe of every 
mans ſufferings ; but under ſuch remax- 


kable and dreadful ſufferings as theſe 


were, there is uſually one or more ſpecial 
fins to be inquired after, as the neareſt 
procuring Cauſe or Cauſes. 
Anſw. He anſwered yes , ſo it was 
in his caſe. He ſtole aBible from a 
Woman, and being charged with it, 
denied it with this fearful wiſh,] That 
hys Hands might rot off if be ſtole it. |] 
Queſt. Then 1 asked bim, whether bis 
hands began to blacken, or change Colour, 
or tingle, &Cc. preſently after the impre- 
cation, or that fearful wiſh of his ? | 
Anſiw. Anſwer'd no; but his Con- 
ſcience tingled ſadly. 
Queſt. Fake how long was it ere 
your hands began to rot, or bad any ſigns 
of © putrefattion upon them after the 
Curſe |: 2 


Anſw. About a fortnight. 
a Queſt. 


Queſt. Have you made your peace 
with God for /o great an offence 2 
| nſw. | Being a man not apt to 
' ſpeak, and ignorant withal '] made 
little an{wer, only ſhaked his head. 
Queſt. Have you asked the Woman 
forgiveneſs, and to your power endeavour- 
ed to make ſatisfation , or if the Bible 
were in your hands, to make Reſtitution ? 
Anſw. Yes, he did ſend for her, 
and ſhe came accordingly, and pray- 
ed God forgive him, for ſhe did. 
Queſt. John, canſ# pray ? I have not 
found in thee any motions or inclinations 
| thereunto ſince I came. 
| Shakes his head again, and nothing 
he ſaid. 

Queſt. John, doſt thou know how at 
ſo great a diſtance as ſin hath made thee, 
to go to the Father * 

Anſw. Yes, by Jeſus Chriſt, whi- 
_ it ſoftly, yer lo as I might hear 

im. 

QueR. Then fearing be did not under- 
ſtand what Chriſt bath done for the World, 
I very briefly opened to him the Tenor and 


B2 Con- &, 


NI _ 


Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, and- 
ſo how he muſt expe&t Mercy. at the hands 
of God. 

Anſw. Then(ſo far as I could guels) 
he began ſomewhat to relent, for the 
Tears trickled'down his cheeks, and 
many Symptoms of conviction and 
ſorrow ſcemed to be upon him ; = 
ing theſe words, or to this purpole : 


For Gods lake, Sir, pray for me. 


Quelt. John, 7 am glad to ſee ſome, 


though the leaſt tokens of penitence im 


thee ----- The Lord enlarge thine heart, 
and make thy Conſcience tender ----- I am 
willmg, John, to pray for thee, and ſo 1 
perceive is this whole company : But it 
would be great ſatisfaction to us, if you 
would acquaint us, what we ſhould mere 
particularly deſire of God on your account. 
Anſw. Good Sir, that my fins may 
be pardoned, as loſs of Time, neg- 
lect of Duty, and the ſervice of God. 
Quelt. Is not Sabbath -breaking one © 
Anſw. O yes, yes! 1 
Quelt. Have you any thing elſe to ſay? 
Z1ſw. No. Then let us pray. ----- 
| _ .- Jngiog 


"_ 
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| ©..on; uſing this Argument : That if he 


Ending with the Lords Prayer, he 

repeated the Petitions after me, lay. 

ing Amen, with ſomewhat anelevared 

voice ; being obſerved to weep leve- 

ral times whilſt we continued prayer. 
After which I parted with him, 

making me to promiſe him the con. — + 

tinuation of my Prayers. 
About a forcnight after he ſends a 

Meſlenger to me to tell me he defired 

my company again ; at which time 

I made it my buſineſs not ſo much to 

ask him Queſtions, as to inform him 

of thoſe Truths that as I thought had 

a neceſſary conducency to our eternal 

peace. | Spending ſome hours with 

him that day, as I could bear the noy- 

ſom ſtench that then came from 

him.”] Before I came away that time, 

which was the laſt time thar I ſaw 

him ; his Keeper told me, that a Po- 

piſh Prieſt had been with him ſome 

tew days before, earneſtly endeavou- 

ring to prolelyte him to their Religi- 


would turn Roman Catholick, I will 
Ay | Pawn 
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awna my Soul to thy Soul thou ſhalr 
6 ſaved. Bur all he could obtainof 
the poor man, was only this, that he 
would conſider of it. Then asking 
John Duncalf, whether this was true ? 
He anſwered, Yes. Praying with 
him, I took my final leave and fare- 
well. This is all ( worthy Sir ) that 
I know concerning him. I can only 
add that I am 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
Kinfare, Aug. 
I7. 1677. 
JONATH. NEWEY. 


IS 


E whoſe Names are here- 
unto ſubſcribed, living in 
the Neighbourhood of 

Kings-Swinford , where John . Duncalf 
the ſubject of the preceding Narrative, 
whilſt Gods hand was fo ſeverely up- 
' on him, for the moſt part reſided; and 
having moſt of us viſited him and 
diſcourled him in that condition, and 
the reſt of us received frequent Infor- 
mations of the Paſlages herein men- 
tioned from a multitude of credible 
Witnefles, do ( in order to the ren- 
dring ſo uleful a Relation more credi- 
table ſo far as we are known ) atteſt, 
that we judge it to be very. exactly 
and imparrially penned in all the = 
riculars : and eſpecially, in thoſe 
Paſlages of it which contain the fre- 
quent ſerious acknowledgements of the 
mentioned John Duncalf, ( That be did 
imprecate that Judgment upon himſelf 
which is bere expreſſed , and upon the 
occaſion here related ) which he made 
| nor 


not only in the hearing of the Author) 
buralſo of moſt of us : as allo, in Y | 
the ſabſtance of thoſe that relate the * 
rotting off of his Hands and Legs before 

his death, in the manner herein men- } 
tioned. And this atteſtation we make | 

with no other defign, bur that God } 
may have the glory, and the world } 
the benefit of ſo Exemplary « Provi- 7 
dence. For which end we as heartily 
accompany this Narrative with our I} 
prayers, as with our hands. 1 
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